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 WORLD WAR ONE: 

FORMBY  

REMEMBERS  

We are gradually approaching a milestone in British and World 
history in November this year with the commemoration of the 
end of what was known at the time as the ‘Great War’ but is now 
called ‘World War I’. Since 2014 we have been recalling key 
dates along the way and marking terrible battles, trench warfare 
and different actions; we have as a nation made a particular 
point of remembering the sacrifices of a generation and the terri-
ble conditions in which they were required to fight. This oppor-
tunity to remind our modern society of what the armed forces 
had to bear would have opened the eyes of many who knew rel-
atively little of the horrors of that conflict, and may have served to 
encourage research into the experiences of family members 
from that time.  
 
Also, however, we should remember the impact the war had on 
the people and families living in their cities, towns and villages  in 
the early 20th century. Life went on in Formby and people played 
their parts despite what may have been happening to friends and 
family overseas on the Front Line. In this edition we will remem-
ber some of the people involved in different ways during the war, 
the people of the Home Front in Formby. 

 
“A COMMUNITY IN WARTIME” 

 
As part of our commemoration of the end of WWI in November 
1918, Formby Civic Society has produced a short book telling 
the story of the ‘Home Front’ 1914-18. It will be available in early 
November  at £5 a copy, and we are very grateful for the support 
given to us to reach publication by Formby Parish Council and 
Little Altcar Parish Council.  
 
We have also worked closely with both Parish Councils, Formby 
Community Trust and the Formby Business Partnership to pro-
duce a programme of talks relating to WWI during the first two 
weeks in November. All talks are free to attend and we hope 
many of you can support this community initiative. 
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As this edition hits the ‘press’, we will have 

completed our Summer Programme for 2018 

and be heading towards the month of Novem-

ber and our programme to remember what 

was given by Formby people in the years of 

WWI followed by the season of Christmas. 

The final activity, as always, was our ‘get-

together’ at the Cross House Inn. We choose 

to go there because it is central, has ample 

parking space for cars and provides us with 

our own small room where we can meet and 

just chat together informally with a bite to eat 

and a drink. Hopefully, it is a fitting way to re-

member the summer and just catch up on a 

number of different matters. It is nice to think 

that all this time since the Formby Society was 

set up in 1953, there are still activities and 

meetings being enjoyed by the members. 

We introduced something of a change with the 

start of the Programme this year by starting off 

with two talks and a small exhibition open to 

the public as a whole and held in the rooms of 

St. Peter’s Church. We still use Ravenmeols 

Community Centre for our regular meetings, 

but in time that 

building will be lost 

for the construction 

of a small number 

of houses. Whilst it 

is important that houses are built in each com-

munity, it is a shame that the existing resi-

dents should suffer the loss of a valuable com-

munity facility and one which will not be re-

placed by the local council. I suppose we are 

lucky in Formby that we have retained our li-

brary but there is – nor will be – a site for a 

museum or some area for the preservation 

and display of Formby’s heritage.  

 

Below is an old map of Liverpool that 

shows the site of the ‘Old Dock’ and which 

we used on our walk through Liverpool city 

centre. 

We can identify the future site of what 

would be ‘Albert Dock’. It was on the site of 

the ‘George’s Dock’ that the Three Graces 

were built, though at different times. 

OUR SUMMER PROGRAMME 
IN 2018 
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   The best resource available for that is the Civ-
ic Society website. We do have other links 
with St. Peter’s, so it was natural that we 
should set some of our extra meetings there. 
We began with a talk by FCS member Joan 
Rimmer on ‘Formby in the past’ the first time 
she has presented one of her slide shows for 
a decade. I was next to deliver, a fortnight lat-
er, when I shared some research on the old 
cafes on the shore. I was very grateful for the 
support given to me by Peter Norris, who had 
been brought up with the old Lifeboat House 
as his home and who could inform me about 
how his mother ran the cafe there. To top it all 
he allowed us to exhibit a model of the old 
Lifeboat House that he had constructed just a 
few years ago. The final item was an exhibi-
tion in the Bier House one Saturday that de-
scribed and depicted the Green Lane Conser-
vation Area and its key buildings. Committee 
member Lynn Gibson spent her Saturday talk-
ing to locals and visitors about this lovely area 
and some of the difficulties that our community 
faces in trying to preserve it.  

AINSDALE REVISITED 

We also had a fine group of 12 members 

turn up at Ainsdale Station for a walk 

around our neighbouring village, led by 

ACS member Joan Major. We walked a 

loop that included the newly-renovated St. 

John’s Church following a six-year redevel-

opment scheme for both the church building 

itself and the church hall. The next stop was 

at Edda Community Arts and Library Centre 

(named after Edda, the Norse God of edu-

cation). It has a classroom and perfor-

mance space as well as a small library 

(without any fines for late returns of books!) 

- and a wonderful atmosphere. 

’ We tried a walk in Chester, travelling by Mer-

seyrail from Formby to visit St. John’s Church 

and the Cathedral, as well as look at some of 

the remains of Roman ‘Deva’. There were 

enough surprises for us for everyone to agree 

that the journey had been worthwhile, and a 

very pleasant lunch in the Refectory of the Ca-

thedral added the finishing touch. The particu-

lar surprise was just how interesting St. John’s 

Church was in so many ways: the original 

‘cathedral’ of Chester. 
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We ended our programme with a 

trip to Liverpool, walking from Cen-

tral Station along Church Street 

and Lord Street down to the Three 

Graces on the waterfront.  

We looked more closely at some of 

the buildings to enjoy some of the 

architectural features we normally 

fail to see on shopping trips, and 

we tried to build up a picture of 

how some of these buildings may 

have been used in previous times. 

We were all surprised at just how large the old 

St. Peter’s Church (‘the pro-Cathedral in its 

day) in Church Street must have been in the 

days before it was demolished and the land 

sold to help raise funds to build the Anglican 

Cathedral. 

The building below you will recognise as the 

present Marks and Spencer store, though at 

the moment it is covered in tarpaulin for reno-

vations. For many years it was known as the 

plush Compton’s Hotel, and it can also be  

glimpsed in the photograph of the old St. Pe-

ter’s Church. And in the colour postcard of 

Church Street just above. 

Church Street was a bustling thoroughfare 

over a century ago and from walking the street 

and looking at old photographs we can identify 

many changes and differences in life-

styles. How many of us will recall the 

building that was erected following the 

demolition of St. Peter’s - Woolworth’s? 

You will still find exactly the spot where 

that famous High Street store stood, and 

just outside was placed into pavement 

outside a small brass Maltese Cross, a 

symbol that once this had been conse-

crated ground.  Look and you should find 

that cross! 

Also, I remember so clearly the mass of 

shoppers who crossed Church Street at 

that point when it was still open to traffic, un-

der the control of a Bobby. The snap below 

may serve as a reminder. 
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We had a good look around the ground floor of 

the Port of Liverpool Building before spotting 

the Mrs. Danvers Cafe and having lunch there. 

When we resumed our tour we used old maps 

to identify the site of the ‘Old Dock’ from the 

18
th
 century – just about on the site of the 

John Lewis Building – and the site of the old 

docks that had been eventually replaced by 

the Three Graces. We also found evidence of 

where exactly the old Overhead Railway and a 

couple of its stations had stood before demoli-

tion. I hope you enjoy looking through some of 

the photographs and maps we found so useful 

on the day. 

On the left we can follow the curve of the Overhead 

railway in Liverpool as it moves on past the old Cus-

toms House towards Brunswick, Herculaneum Dock 

and Toxteth. 

The buildings to its left were the Goree Piazza, 

warehouses badly damaged in the Blitz and subse-

quently demolished. On the other side of them you 

will see Albion House, the Offices for the White Star 

Line at the time if the Titanic disaster and now a fine 

hotel with a high-level coffee shop that is well worth 

the visit for the excellent views.  

Above is another view of Albion House, this 

time from nearer the waterside and looking 

across a bridge of the Overhead Railway. 

Below is one of the Overhead Stations -

Pierhead Station.  We all enjoyed ‘going 

back in time’ to identify exactly where these 

sites were. 
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JULY 2018 

With the countryside in flames, farmers losing 

millions and the water-supply industry in tur-

moil, the TV weather presenters finally 

acknowledged the longest summer drought 

since 1976 and started to talk about the 

“chance” of showers, rather than the “risk”! We 

actually had six days with measurable rain 

during July but only on 29
th
 was there enough 

to make a difference to the parched land-

scape. A spate of fires along the coast 

seemed inevitable. The biggest at Hightown 

dunes, Altcar Training Camp and Ainsdale 

Sand Dunes National Nature Reserve each 

destroyed several hectares, while several 

smaller blazes were also reported. Further 

afield, about a third of Lytham St. Anne’s Local 

Nature Reserve went up in flames. These fires 

can kill small mammals, reptiles and inverte-

brates but most plants usually recover quite 

quickly. Thus, after three weeks, the Hightown 

fire site was already showing regrowth of veg-

etation. 

As in June, the heat was good for duneland 
butterflies, many appearing weeks earlier than 
normal. Graylings peaked before the middle 
of the month and there was a tremendous 
hatch of Small Coppers with 30+ on Pinfold 
meadow at Ainsdale NNR 

WILDLIFE NOTES 
Dr. Phil Smith 

Gatekeepers, Meadow Browns and Com-

mon Blues were numerous throughout, 

while other species had a shorter flight peri-

od. Thus, Ringlets had largely gone by early 

July, though a straggler posed nicely at the 

Ainsdale Woodland Walk on 17th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A particular highlight was Pete Kinsella’s dis-

covery of Purple Hairstreaks on oaks at 

Ainsdale NNR. I managed to see several cir-

cling around the treetops but they were too 

distant to photograph.   

Also benefitting from the warm weather, 

grassy areas were alive with our three grass-

hoppers, the Field, Mottled and Common 

Green. The first two have several colour-

forms, a pale straw one being especially ap-

propriate this year. We hardly ever see 

Northern Dune Tiger Beetles in July, so I 

was surprised to find one at the Devil’s Hole 

on 1
st
.  
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   However, three days later, I counted 63 there; 

these were second generation adults that usu-

ally don’t appear until early August.  Dragon-

flies also had a good month with plenty of Em-

perors and Black-tailed Skimmers, the latter 

basking on the  Sands Lake boardwalk. Both 

Ruddy Darters and Migrant Hawkers ap-

peared several weeks before their normal 

flight period. 

 

My main plant survey this summer recorded 

changes in populations of the unassuming 

Flat-sedge since it was last studied here 10 

years ago. Found in dune-slacks and damp 

grassland, this Red Data Book species is one 

of the most rapidly declining plants in Britain. I 

recorded 22 colonies, seven of which were 

new, counting over 12,600 plants. The largest 

numbers occur where trampling keeps the 

vegetation low. 

 

Patricia Lockwood joined me on 23
rd

 to visit 

Marshside, our targets being Common and 

Lax-flowered Sea-lavenders highlighting the 

saltmarsh with their bright purple blooms.  

They produce a rare hybrid and, with careful 

searching, we found several of them. Among 

butterflies attracted to the flowers was a mi-

grant Painted Lady, while beds of Common 

Couch at the foot of the seawall were heaving 

with Short-winged Coneheads. 

 

As part of his research for a Handbook on 

gentians and centauries, Tim Rich came up 

from Cardiff specially to see the hybrid be-

tween the Common and Seaside Centau-

ries . I recommended several places where he 

could easily find this rare plant. Patricia and I 

met him at Birkdale Green Beach where there  

was a fine display of the parents and the hy-

brid, together with the Lesser Centaury for  

good measure. He was rather pleased. 

 

As usual, I was involved with several well-

attended guided walks during the month. A 

botany group from Bradford came to see the 

special plants of Crosby Coastal Park on 10
th
. 

These included six different kinds of Evening-

primrose, though the best colony had been 

burnt. Patricia and I showed them hundreds of 

Common Broomrape on Sea Holly, plenty of 

Isle of Man Cabbage and the Dune Worm-

wood at its only extant British locality.  

 

My annual dragonfly walk at Mere Sands 

Wood on 14
th
 provided eight species, several 

of them in the hand.  A few days later, twenty 

members of the Liverpool Botanical Society 

enjoyed the enormous variety of plants on 

Birkdale Green Beach where 335 species 

have been recorded. Given a rare opportunity 

to visit a restricted area, over 50 Hightown res-

idents and supporters of Gems in the Dunes 

gathered at Altcar Training Camp on 27
th
.  We 

were able to see the spectacular extent of the 

recent fire and management works to remove 

invasive Japanese Rose, which has created 

bare sand patches. These had already been 

colonised by Northern Dune Tiger Beetles. 

Finally, a series of scrapes dug several years 

ago produced four species of amphibian, in-

cluding a baby Natterjack Toad, a suitable 

climax to an entertaining walk and another ex-

citing month on the Sefton Coast. 
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AUGUST 2018 
In this driest and hottest summer since 1976, 

the blessed relief of at least some rain on 12 

August days helped to temper the worst ef-

fects. However, the damage and costs to the 

country became increasingly evident, with ag-

riculture reporting production losses of 50% or 

more. Not to worry, rather than celebrating 

desperately needed rainfall, the TV weather 

presenters described the only really wet day 

during the month (26th) as “Soggy Sunday”!  

In the July notes, I mentioned that the heat-

wave had caused many insects to emerge 

several weeks earlier than normal. This contin-

ued during August. Although some groups, 

such as grasshoppers and shieldbugs, 

seemed relatively unaffected, populations of 

others collapsed. There were much lower 

numbers of late-summer dragonflies than usu-

al, though I was pleased to find several Mi-

grant Hawkers, including two mating pairs, at 

Birkdale on 21st. Even more apparent was the 

decline in second generation Northern Dune 

Tiger Beetles. The mid-August coastwide sur-

vey of this iconic species by Gems in the 

Dunes was a write-off, volunteers finding hard-

ly any where three weeks earlier there had 

been enormous numbers. 

 The latest statistics from the UK Butterfly 

Monitoring Scheme shows the Wall and Small 

Heath rank among the most severely declining 

species. Fortunately, we still have viable 

duneland populations, good numbers of sec-

ond-brood Small Heaths appearing late in the 

month. 

I often say that I expect to find something new 

and different every time I go out. This was re-

inforced during August. It all started on 

8th when I was amazed to find a Heather 

Shieldbug on Freshfield Dune Heath Nature 

Reserve. Although widespread nationally, this 

insect is known to be local and elusive. The 

last record for the heath was in 1997 and it 

has not been seen anywhere else in the South 

Lancashire vice-county. This visit was a pre-

cursor to a fully-booked workshop on grass-

hoppers and shieldbugs organised by Liver-

pool Museum’s Tanyptera Project on 

11th.  With 16 people searching the dune 

heath in sunny conditions, we found all three 

of the Sefton Coast’s grasshoppers and eight 

species of shieldbug, including the Bishop’s 

Mitre which has only recently appeared in the 

region. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Another major find came on 8th when I joined 
Trevor Davenport and Patricia Lockwood for 
our annual trip to the wonderful Highfield Moss 
Nature Reserve, near Golborne. This site is 
outstanding for peatland specialists, such  

as Black Darter, Common Hawk-

er  and Meadow Grasshopper and we soon 

found them. However, while searching the 

dense clumps of Purple Moor-grass for 
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  grasshoppers, I spotted something much big-

ger. I couldn’t believe my eyes; it was a fe-

male Long-winged Conehead, a bush-cricket 

that is moving north but which is not supposed 

to occur nearer than Staffordshire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My next exciting discovery was on 24th during 

a shieldbug hunt with my trusty sweep-net at 

Falklands Way, Ainsdale. Remarkably, as well 

as five different shieldbugs, including 

more Bishop’s Mitres, two male Speckled 

Bush-crickets turned up in the net. Like the 

conehead, this is a southern insect, the only  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 recent records in our region being a small col-

ony in Trevor’s Freshfield garden from 2015 to 

2017.  

Nearby, was a spectacular white-

flowered Powell’s Cape-Lily (Crinum × pow-

ellii ‘Album’) a garden escape for which there 

is only one other record in the north of Eng-

land – a long-established plant of the more 

usual pink form at Crosby Coastal 

Park.  Returning to Falklands Way a few days 

later, I found several more Speckled Bush-

crickets, including females, and photo-

graphed a pair mating. As is usual in crickets, 

the male produced a white spermatophore 

which was taken up by the female, something 

I had never seen before. Are any other colo-

nies along the coast?  

Patricia Lockwood and I conducted another 

botanical survey of the former Hope School 

playing fields, Ainsdale, an extremely rich 

grassland allocated for housing development 

in the Sefton Local Plan. Twenty-four new 

species raised the grand total to 204 higher 

plants. They included the regionally ra-

re Lesser Centaury – a nice find. 

Two field meetings at Altcar Training Camp 

during the month enabled conservationists, 

including representatives from the Fylde 

Coast, to see the after-effects of the major 

dune fire but also management to remove 

large areas of invasive Sea Buck-

thorn and Japanese Rose, creating areas of 

bare sand and a new Natterjack 

Toad breeding scrape.  Older scrapes are due 

for re-profiling later this year, while annual 

mowing of the fixed dunes in the Dry Training 

Area has dramatically improved the vegeta-

tion.  

A bonus was up to 10 Painted Ladies and 

two Small Tortoishells on Creeping This-

tle growing on the Natterjack scrape’s spoil 

heap, while a magnificent Short-eared 

Owl was a reminder of autumn passage al-

ready in full swing with large flocks of waders 

on the beach. 
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It is a little too far for one of our Summer Programme outings, but if you have yet to discover 

the small town of Bishop’s Castle then you have a treat awaiting you. It will take about two-

and-a-half hours to drive there: the railway line ceased running since before even the time of 

Dr. Beeching. The heart of the town is Castle Square and Church Street, that runs down from 

Castle Hill to the church, passing the beautiful 1765 Town Hall and a rich variety of small, inde-

pendent shops and a good choice of cafes and pubs. If you like a second-hand books and CDs 

cafe, try Yarborough House on Castle Square. Just around the corner you can find good food 

and locally-brewed ale at the famous Three Tuns Inn. 

Robert Clive - ’Clive of India’ - once lived here and we can still see examples of his coat-of-
arms containing an elephant! Strangely enough, the elephant is a theme that returned to Bish-
op’s Castle after WWII. During the bombing raids at that time, a circus owner from Birmingham 
decided to move his valuable animal stock to the countryside for safety. At the end of the war 
the animals, who had been kept safe in the grounds behind the castle, were returned, all minus 
one. A single elephant was left behind, and lived out the rest of its days in a stables in the cas-
tle field. Whenever there was a Fair or  celebration in the town, the elephant was brought along 
to take part! Honest!!!          

 

 

 

 

 

 

FCS ARCHIVES - IN SAFE KEEPING 

Over the years, the safekeeping of our Society archives has been a source of concern. Since the 

start of the Formby Society in 1953 the books, documents, maps and various artefacts have gradu-

ally grown to become a valuable source of information for the local community; however, we have 

regularly had to move from one shop storage area to another  and then share around the resources 

between members to keep in their lofts and garages - and sheds. We have no community museum 

or other storage area in Formby, and nor are we likely to ever have one. It is for that reason we had 

to send our wonderful Muriel Sibley collection to the Atkinson Gallery in Southport: there they are 

cared for professionally whilst we are still able to display her works on our own website. We faced a 

real problem when it became too much for Reg and Barbara Yorke to care for so much of the ar-

chive, yet it was then that we found a solution through the most generous offer of Membership Sec-

retary Tony Bonney to take in much of the collection whilst at the same time we were offered a 

space for some at St. Peter’s Church Hall. Tony and St. Peter’s archivist Michael Brian have played 

a major role in ensuring our archives are in safe hands, and Tony has said that if any members wish 

to look at some of the archive they would be welcome to contact him and set up a visit. 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TO BISHOP’S CASTLE IN 

SHROPSHIRE? 
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  OUR  FCS AMENITIES  

SECRETARIES  

We are very grateful for all the support and 
initiative of so many members within our 
Civic Society – though, of course, we will 
always be happy to accept further involve-
ments and offers of practical help.  

On this occasion, however, we should 
acknowledge the work done on our behalf 
by our ‘Amenities Secretaries’, Yvonne and 
Dave Irving. This role is desperately time-
consuming and requires an excellent back-
ground knowledge of planning and building 
issues within the community as well as an 
understanding of how best to support and 
protect our environment.  

Recently, two ‘cases’ have attracted much of 
Yvonne and Dave’s attention and time. The 
first case as we have seen through street 
demonstrations, Parish Council involvement 
and reports in local newspapers, is the 
pending fate of the lovely trees in Chapel 
Lane. Yvonne and Dave, together with other 
FCS members, have been at the heart of 
this protest. Well done, them! 

The other ‘case’ we should mention relates 
to the ‘Freshfield Triangle’, the land lying be-
tween the railway line at Freshfield and the 
Dune Heath. Yvonne wrote recently to Mar-
garet Dickinson, local representative of Nat-
ural England, and identifies some ideas for 
progress. 

I have not been in contact with you since the 
start of the summer, when maintenance 
work on the triangle was suspended for the 
nesting season. However, during this sus-
tained break, a number of concerns have re-
emerged and I would be grateful if you could 
help me with  them. I speak here on behalf 
of Formby Civic Society as an Amenity Sec-
retary and also as a local resident.  

I have walked around the Dune Heath and 
the Triangle throughout the summer, so 
have been able to see the changes in the 
undergrowth, the trees and the heather. I am 
not an expert at all but am fascinated by the 
way the  landscape is constantly changing 
and how essential it is. The Triangle is a 
prime example: it has become very busy, 
especially the part that  has large areas of 
dune heather which is struggling to survive. 

The conifers have really grown in size and birch 
trees are everywhere.  

This area of the site to which I am referring be-
gins at the railway crossing and covers almost 
two-thirds of the site. This part is in desperate 
need of clearing and, to my mind, should receive 
urgent attention before it disappears. What I am 
concerned about particularly is in regard to the 
area of woodland: it looks as if it has been there 
for some time, and possibly before this whole ar-
ea was made into a SAC (Special Area of Con-
servation). This was also confirmed by some of 
the people who live very nearby. They assured 
me that the wood was there over forty years ago 
and was affectionately known as the ‘Teddy Bear 
Wood"’, a place where people had many a happy 
picnic. They were very upset to hear that 50% of 
the wood would be cleared and felt that this 
would destroy its ethos.  

The woodland is certainly in need of coppicing 
and maintenance, but in general it has a lovely 
appearance with its twisted gnarled trunks and 
attractive canopy. I would love to know in which 
year this site was granted SAC status: was it be-
cause there were priority species and habitats 
there at that time - and do they still exist there?  

I know that red squirrels are a legally-protected 
species and do use the site, and I am sure that 
the dune landscape supports the other creatures 
famous to Formby. Surely this would give this 
whole site equal status by allowing woodland 
creatures and others to survive in the newly re-
stored Dune Heath? I am sure that Natural Eng-
land have consulted on ecological legisla-
tion, and policies both nationally and local. I 
would need a book to quote them here, but may I 
just mention Biodiversity 2020, The Nature Con-
servation SPD and the HRA 
(Habitats Regulations Assessment); also, last but 
not least, the Local Plan for Sefton that contains 
promises and assurances for the protection of 
sites like the Triangle.   

 

Please be assured that there is an understanding 
in the Society about the need to restore the Dune 
Heath but we wonder if the ‘Teddy Bear Woods’ 
could also be restored  to how it was and share 
this site with the Dune Heath for the overall en-
hancement of the site and for the  dual  biodiver-
sity which each provides.   

Yvonne Irving 
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FORMBY REMEMBERS 
NOVEMBER 2018                                       

 

The community will commemorate the ending 

of the ‘Great War’ in November 11th and in 

services across the country we will signal our 

gratitude to the people who  served in so 

many different ways, many of whom made the 

ultimate sacrifice and lost their  lives during 

the conflict. Mainly, these were men, but on 

many war memorials throughout the land can 

also be found the names of women. In Formby 

we have the name of Jane Murray, a member 

of the Church of Our Lady’s and who died of 

pneumonia whilst working at the military camp 

at Thornton.  

 

However, it was the whole community that 

was touched and affected in so many different 

ways. Mothers and fathers lost children, wives 

lost husbands and children lost parents. Life 

was not the same and a great many sacrifices 

in the ways that people could expect to lead 

their everyday lives were made. People pulled 

together for others in many different ways, 

such as the making of clothing for the troops 

and the provision of extra food. The churches 

all played a major role in providing premises, 

for soldiers camped or billeted in Formby and 

Freshfield, to spend their leisure time and to 

be provided with musical entertainment.  The 

churches and the villagers together all played 

a major role in supporting the troops and noth-

ing seemed to be ‘too much’ for them . 
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At this distance of time we have lost much in-
formation about people living in or around 
Formby at the time of the war and probably 
our best sources of information are either fam-
ily memories and mementoes or the back cop-
ies of the Formby Times that can be read on 
microfiche at Crosby Library.  

 

The cuttings on the facing page tell us a little 
about Thomas Halliwell, a member of the 
Freshfield Band, who joined the Royal Engi-
neers and left in October 1914 for training in 
Aldershot. Is there any more we could discov-
er about him? We could look at the census re-
turns for Formby in 1901 and 1911 to build up 
a picture of his family and where he lived; we 
could cross-refer  with the 1914 Street Directo-
ry for Formby before moving on to military rec-
ords online. We may learn more, but how 
much we cannot tell until we try. In the same 
cutting from  October 3rd we can find mention 
of two other young men from the Formby com-
munity, Albert Waddington of Cable Street 
(and another member of the Freshfield Band, 
which met to practise in a hut at the back of a 
house in Cable Street) and a stalwart member 
of St. Peter’s Church; and Frederick C. Beard-
wood, eldest son of Postmaster John Beard-
wood and his wife Elizabeth, and who went on 
to become a leading member  of the Formby 
Society after it was formed in 1953. Fred 
made a significant contribution to ‘Viking Vil-
lage’. 

The advert for the film ‘The Battle of the 
Somme’ attracted a good many customers to 
the ‘Picturedrome Cinema’ (later the ‘Queens’ 
and fondly remembered as standing next door 
to the Workingmen’s/Conservative Club). It 
was the first time cinema-goers were able to 
see actual footage of an ongoing military con-
flict.  

 

We can find the names of other Formby peo-
ple in the second cutting opposite.   Edward 
Massam, Rev. R. Minnitt of St. Luke’s, his son 
James Minnitt, Thomas and Eileen Dooly of 
’Boyne Lodge’. The final entry is a sad note of 
thanks by the parents of Albert Waddington on 
the sympathy shown to the family following 
Albert’s death at the Front following his earlier 
recruitment to the ranks. 

 

Whatever else was happening in the commu-
nity, it is the loss and injury to family members 
that still draws our sorrow and prompts a 
greater understanding of the fears of people of 
all walks of life as they moved steadily through 
wartime, doing what they could and between 
them holding that small community together.  
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Harry Tate 

From the pages of the Formby Times we can 
find many stories of varied interest about the 
activities in the village during the war years. It 
is certainly fascinating to read the detail of the 
concerts given by local people, joined often by 
some of the troops themselves.  

There was one occasion when a fund-raising 
evening was held and amongst the visitors 
was a certain Harry Tate (shown opposite). 
His name may not be well-known today but in 
1916 he was already a star comedian; indeed, 
some of his catchphrases will still be recog-
nised even today.  

Tate (1872-1940) was born in Scotland but   

took his stage name from a firm with whom he 

had worked, ‘Harry Tate & Sons, Sugar Refin-

ers. His career took off in particular when he 

began to include a sketch as part of his act as 

a chauffeur and his idiotic son failing to get 

their car started. In the 1930s, he made a 

number of short films that were shown in mov-

ie theatres nationally. He was reputed to be 

the earliest celebrity to have a personalised 

number plate: T 8,  He was associated with a 

number of catchphrases, the most popular of 

which was “Good-byeee” and later became 

the inspiration for a WWI song. Another was 

the expression “I don’t think” - used ironically 

as in ‘He’s a good lad, and I don’t think!’ 

Yet just how did Harry Tate come to be in 

Formby at a fund-raising even mid-war? Who 

invited him? I expect we will never know. 

Opposite, we can see an example of  some-

thing that was not at all unusual during war-

time: cases from Formby Sessions relating to 

breaches of lighting regulations. As you can 

find in this cutting, the defendants always had 

very good reasons for making their mistakes. 

However, the ‘Bench’ usually took a dim view 

and a penalty fine almost always ensued. On 

this occasion, Jonathan Formby (Chairman)  

said that, “It may only be a little bit of careless-

ness, but little bits of carelessness won’t do in 

wartime”. 
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Autumn 2018 

  When the Armistice was finally signed in     
November 1918, the celebrations in the village 
were extremely muted. It had been a long and 
sad journey from the heady days of August 
1914 and for the past year it had been just a 
matter of ‘getting through it’ and hoping for no 
more casualties. 

The Council agreed on two formal Thanksgiv-
ing Services on Sunday 17th November to be 
attended at St. Peter’s Church by a wide 
range of representatives from the community 
and the armed forces. Of course, all the local 
churches held their own Thanksgiving Ser-
vices for their parishioners also. 

We looked in many quarters for stories and 

photographs from the First World War, but 

they are difficult to find a century later. We did 

discover in our Archives cuttings from old 

newspapers that dealt with old photographs 

and stories that had been sent into the news-

papers many years ago and had been printed. 

We may not have the original photographs 

now, but at least we can do our best to repro-

duce the images from the newspaper cuttings. 

The photograph above was sent to the Form-

by Times in the middle of the last century 

(doesn’t that sound a long time ago, but we 

know better …) by Mr. J.H. Aindow of Alder-

son Crescent. We do not know where that  

photograph, or the other one shown next to it, 

came from. Was it part of a family archive?  

At least we still have the image and should be 

grateful for it. When members of the Society 

were researching the Formby Home Front 

1914-18, we were lucky on a few occasions to 

meet people in the community who had family 

photographs and treasures that they were will-

ing to share with us. These memories are val-

uable not just for themselves but also for our 

wider community in order to keep alive for suc-

ceeding generations a record of how local 

people in this area lived, worked and ‘got by’ 

at that time of national emergency. 
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  FCS Programme 

GET IN TOUCH 

www.formbycivicsociety.org.uk 

 

Meetings in the Autumn and Winter will be held at                     

Ravenmeols Community Centre in Park Road,                                     
starting at 7.30 p.m. (not at 8 p.m.) if an evening talk  

or 2 P.M. if afternoon. 

They are open to guests on payment of the small admission charge of £2. 

11th October 

7.30pm 
The History of Warrington  Bill Cooke     

8th November 

7.30 pm 
Formby Folk and WWI Tony Pawson and John Phillips 

7th December  

2.00 pm          

A Christmas Celebration 
The Formby Tapestry  

Formby Library                                                                             
with mince pies and Christmas spirit            

Chairman          John Phillips chairman@formbycivicsociety.org.uk     

Treasurer Bob Prescott                                                   treasurer@formbycivicsociety.org.uk       

Amenities  
Secretaries 

David and Yvonne Irving                               amenities@formbycivicsociety.org.uk 

Secretary Nathalie Phillips secretary@formbycivicsociety.org.uk 

Committee 
Colin Cooke, Ray Derricott, Lynn Gibson, Shelagh Crosbie,  
Alastair Gillies,  Dave Skelton  

Membership & 

Distribution 
Secretary   

Tony Bonney                                               membership@formbycivicsociety.org.uk 

Archives Tony Bonney                                              

Webmaster &  
IT Advisor                           

Noel Blundell  

mailto:chairman@formbycivicsociety.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@formbycivicsociety.org.uk
mailto:amenities@formbycivicsociety.org.uk
mailto:secretary@formbycivicsociety.org.uk
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