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Kidney Vetch, New Green Beach                             

17.6.20, from ‘Wildlife Notes’ 

We are always interested to hear stories 

and information from our members. If you 

would like to contribute to our Christmas 

Newsletter, just get in touch with us! 

 

We will publish a full Newsletter in early 

December. Do you have any Winter or 

Christmas stories and/or photographs 

you might share with other members via 

this edition? Even a roughed out story 

can be worked on by the editorial team 

and would help a great deal. 

 

At last we are able to publish and distribute through 

our usual snail-mail FCS services a full 16-page 

Newsletter. Inside we look at some of our options for 

getting back to some sort of normality for the future. 
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   FORMBY  

DURING LOCKDOWN IN  

SPRING 2020 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did Duke Street ever look quieter? Well, it 

probably did a century ago approaching eve-

ning, but in the modern day this busy thor-

oughfare usually has its fair share of traffic 

and cars parked at the top end towards Cross 

Green.  

Below we can see the pumps at Tesco without 

a solitary customer (other, of course, than me 

standing behind the camera). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The roadway into Formby Community Pool 

lies empty and no cars are parked on their 

premises. 

Below, on Chapel Lane, is that a queue out-

side the Post Office? It was as much of a 

queue as we were to see for a few weeks yet 

and matches the photo on the front page that 

shows a few cars parked but people very hard 

to spot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The shore was as beautiful as ever. 
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 Italy was the first European country to grapple 

with skyrocketing numbers of cases in Coro-

navirus in late February. By early March, the 

Government had entered the country into a 

state of emergency and imposed lockdowns 

across the northern regions of Lombardy, 

Emilia-Romagna, Veneto and Piedmont. I re-

member the night I received a message from 

my manager urging any colleagues who had 

gone away for the weekend to return home 

immediately, for once the town became a 

‘zona rossa’ or ‘red zone’, you would need  

special permission to leave or enter via the 

army-patrolled checkpoints.  

It was a confusing and disconcerting time. In 

the first week of lockdown, citizens were al-

lowed to do outdoor exercise. However, it was 

essential to carry your ID card and a docu-

ment issued by the Government, stating your 

reason for being outdoors and your time and 

place of setting off. Failure to have these 

documents, or to provide a suitable explana-

tion, was punishable with fines and up to three 

months in prison. I remember being overly-

concerned about looking as if I were going out 

for a run just to keep fit! 

It was during the two months we abided under 

these stringent rules that posters with ‘Andrà 

tutto bene’ (everything will be alright) written 

on them were stuck on household windows. 

Some apartment blocks played music at the 

same time every evening, to bring people to-

gether and boost morale. Whilst I wouldn’t re-

peat the experience, I certainly appreciate my 

freedoms more now, and I have realised the 

strength and importance of family and friends 

in trying times. 

WHY  DO WE NEED OUR      

LOCAL HISTORY? 

John Phillips 

 

The Formby Society was formed in 1953, 

when I was just a small lad. In fact there is a 

photo of me at the Coronation celebrations in 

my street that very year (no sniggering on the 

back row!). 

I think we should all be proud that we are 

now playing our own part in continuing the 

work of so many local people before us who 

have celebrated their community and done 

their best to preserve and protect Formby’s 

heritage. 

My own interest in local history stems from 

childhood, though my opportunities to re-

search it only developed following retirement.  

I probably enjoyed the idea of trying to imag-

ine what an area would have looked like at 

different times in the past  and how people 

may have looked with different fashions in 

clothing, have sounded with different and de-

veloping accents and what employment they 

might have had.  

I always saw – and still do see – churches of 

whatever religion a vivid repository of life in 

the past and the spirit of the people who lived 

in the area and worshipped in that church. 

When I talk to Formby friends who have lived 

here most or all of their lives I am fascinated 

by the tales they tell me and the lifestyles 

and adventures – and misadventures! – of 

their friends, family and workmates.  

Whenever I give talks to pupils at local 

schools, I always push the point that any 

photographs they see show real people with 

lives, families, friends, neighbours and a life-

time of stories to recount.  

Today, what may be just a moment in time is 

our link with real people in their own times. I 

think those links are very important and we 

lose them to our community’s peril. 

LOCKDOWN IN ITALY 

 

Nathalie Phillips 

Having worked as a teacher in Italy for adult stu-

dents both in a school and online, Nathalie went 

through the full lockdown period in Modena before 

returning home to Formby in July.  She is the FCS 

secretary and helps to keep communications mov-

ing via online support. 
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Dr. Phil Smith’s 

WILDLIFE NOTES 

June 2020 

 “Surely June can’t be as dry as this” I wrote at 

the end of the May notes. Fortunately it was-

n’t. Thanks to a shift in the North Atlantic Jet 

Stream, measureable rain fell on about 18 

days, mostly in small to moderate amounts. 

The online weather radar showed we missed 

some torrential thundery downpours by just a 

few miles. 

The desperately needed rain had a dramatic 

effect on our coastal vegetation, most obvi-

ously seen on road verges which started off 

straw-coloured, gradually greening up as the 

month progressed. Even so, the botanically 

rich verges at Kenilworth Road, Ainsdale and 

Thornbeck Avenue, Hightown seemed to have 

lost many of their choice flowers. I looked for 

the rare Clustered Clover at Hightown, find-

ing only a small surviving patch in the shade of 

a tree.  

The rain came just in time for our duneland 

orchids. Bee Orchids were certainly down in 

numbers but I counted 35 of these beauties in 

the Devil’s Hole at Ravenmeols. Early Marsh-

orchids appeared in much healthier numbers 

at the Newest Green Beach, north of Ainsdale. 

A wonderful display of over 1000 flower-spikes 

included mostly the brick-red coastal form coc-

cinea. A slack in the nearby frontal dunes also.  

                      

 

 

                             

 
Southern Marsh-orchid Slack 49 10 06 20 

had some impressively large Southern 

Marsh-orchids. Ours are invariably a darker 

colour than descriptions allow. As Patricia 

Lockwood would say “They haven’t read the 

books.”  I also counted the Early Marsh-

orchids at Haskayne Nature Reserve, a few 

miles inland. There were 109, compared with 

only 60 last year but, due to the earlier 

drought, total numbers of marsh-orchids there 

were well down,. From mid-June, shocking 

pink Pyramidal Orchids appeared widely in 

the fixed-dunes, being far more numerous now 

than a few decades ago.  

The dune water-table held up well, dropping 

only 6 cm during the month. This gave the 

Natterjack Toad tadpoles in the Devil’s Hole 

slacks sufficient time to complete their devel-

opment, hundreds of toadlets being counted 

by mid-month; the first successful breeding 

here for several years. Mind you, how many of 

the baby toads survived the trampling feet of 

thoughtless visitors is another matter. I man-

aged to save the last of the Natterjack  
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tadpoles from being carried off by a family 

equipped with nets and plastic containers. 

They had walked past a sign about the toads, 

which are protected by law, but hadn’t both-

ered to read it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The damp conditions interspersed by sunny 

intervals suited some of our duneland insects, 

though others seem to have been hit by the 

spring drought. Thus, I saw very few colourful 

day-flying Narrow-bordered Five-spot Bur-

net moths. Some of the grass-feeding butter-

flies, such as Meadow Brown, Small Heath, 

Small Skipper and Ringlet were also thin on 

the ground, though I did spot four of the latter 

at their favoured Ravenmeols grassland on 

20th. A bramble patch there had a superb Dark 

Green Fritillary and, surprisingly, a female 

Banded Demoiselle over a km from its Down-

holland Brook breeding habitat.  A sheltered 

corner at Range Lane produced a smart Red-

legged Robberfly, new to the Sefton Coast. 

Coincidentally, Pete Kinsella found one the 

same day in a Hightown glade. Visiting the 

glade later in the month, insects I hadn’t seen 

before included metallic green Swollen-

thighed Beetles and both male and female 

Violet Black-legged Robberflies. Pete won 

the prize, however, by photographing another 

of our targets - the first Striped Slender Rob-

berfly for the Sefton Coast at Ainsdale Na-

tional Nature Reserve. This is a southern in-

sect that has recently colonised the region. 

 

Dark Green Fritillary Ravenmeols 16 6 

Red-legged Robberfly Range Lane      

02 06 20 

Swollen-thighed Beetle , Hightown      

8 06 20 
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A pulse of hot air from the continent on 24-25th 

produced a mini heat-wave and also an immi-

gration of Red-veined Darters. Trevor and I 

found two at the Hightown Natterjack scrapes 

and others were reported at Ainsdale Local Na-

ture Reserve. However, the main influx was at 

Crosby on 26th where Pete counted an un-

precedented 28 bright-red males. That day, I 

was attending an outdoor (socially distanced) 

meeting of the Altcar Conservation Advisory 

Group. We saw the excellent progress made on 

removing clumps of invasive Sea Buckthorn 

and Japanese Rose, visited two new Natter-

jack scrapes, noted the first Great Crested 

Newt for Altcar and spotted a distant Roe 

Deer. I also found a massive colony of Cavern-

ous Crystalwort, only the second time I had 

seen this nationally scarce liverwort. 

A few days earlier, a walk with Trevor north 

from Sands Lake, Ainsdale, characterised the 

Sefton Coast in June. Passing by rare hover-

flies on umbellifer flowers, an exotic goldfish 

about 18 inches long vied for attention with a 

pair of Mute Swans and their five cygnets. 

Studded with Pyramidal Orchids, the open 

dunes produced the first Small Skippers and 

Small Heath butterflies of the season, while 

two Dark Green Fritillaries dashed past. 

Golden mounds of Kidney Vetch hummed with 

bumblebees. The familiar orange-and-black 

caterpillars of the Cinnabar moth were busily 

chewing up Ragwort plants. Cruising dragon-

flies on the scrapes included the majestic blue 

Emperor, our largest species. All this and 

more, amongst a backdrop of singing Skylarks 

and the distant calls of Sandwich Terns  

JULY 2020 

After the strange happenings of recent 

months, a return to more “normal” summer 

weather was welcome. Measureable rain fell 

in Formby on 14 days - about average for July. 

However, it was often cool and breezy, with a 

short-lived heatwave on 31st. 

The earlier spring drought still seemed to be 

exerting its influence on our wildlife. Local ob-

servers reported much lower numbers of some 

butterflies and moths, while other species 

seemed unaffected. Most striking was the al-

most complete absence of burnet moths, 

these striking red-and-black insects being a 

familiar accompaniment to July walks on the 

dunes. Instead of dozens, Trevor Davenport 

and I saw only two Narrow-bordered Five-

spot Burnets on the purple Viper’s Bugloss 

at Hightown, though a visit on 6th was re-

warded with a Hummingbird Hawkmoth nec-

taring on these plants. Six-spot Burnets were 

missing until 30th when we found the first at 

Ainsdale National Nature Reserve. Their de-

velopment seems to have been held up, by 

the dry conditions earlier. Dragonflies also 

appeared in smaller numbers than expected, 

though this was probably more to do with the 

low temperatures and windy conditions, as 

their breeding pools had plenty of water after 

the wet winter.  

Despite these issues, I had a wonderful month 

recording and photographing insects: “The lit-

tle things that run the  World” as the great  

on the shore; unbeatable! 
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  ecologist E.O. Wilson wrote. Things began 

well on 1st when Trevor Davenport and I found 

a Dune Villa at Crosby. A member of the bee-

fly family, this elusive insect occurs only on 

large coastal sand-dune systems and, until 

this year, I had only seen two in 50 years. I 

found five more during July!  The following 

day, I visited an area of grassland sheltered by 

trees at Ravenmeols where a colony of Ring-

lets has been present for few years. Sure 

enough, they were still there; I counted ten. 

Tall yellow flowers of Wild Parsnip attracted a 

cornucopia of flies and solitary wasps justify-

ing several more visits during the month. 

Spectacular finds, included the enormous 

black and bristly Giant Tachina, the largest of 

its family in Europe, followed by the smaller 

but more colourful Phasia hemiptera, a para-

site of shieldbugs.  

I sent photos of another tachinid fly to the na-

tional expert on this family, Chris Raper. He 

named it as Linnaemya picta, new to South 

Lancashire and Cheshire.  The first modern 

record in Kent in 2009 was followed by a rapid 

movement northwards - yet another insect re-

sponding to climate change.  

The Wild Parsnip also produced one of the 

strangest British insects, Gasteruption jacu-

lator. It uses its exceptionally long white-

tipped ovipositor to parasitise solitary bees 

and wasps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nearby Range Lane was graced by a superb 

Hornet Hoverfly - my first of the year, while a 

patch of Horse Radish provided a perch for 

both male and female Marsh Snipeflies. 

 A short walk from Spruce Way down Wicks 

Path was productive, including my first Dock 

Bug, a recent arrival in our region from south-

ern clines, while three Dune Villas on the dis-

turbed sandy track were completely unex-

pected. A new generation of immaculate 

Speckled Woods joined the abundant Gate-

keepers sunning themselves on the brambles.  

Gasteruption jaculator Ravenmeols        

19 07 20 

Giant Tachina Tachina grossa,          

Ravenmeols    11.7.20 

Phasia hemip-

tera male  

Ravenmeols 16 

7 2020 
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  A large spider feeding on an orange Soldier 

Beetle was identified by Richard Burkmar as a 

Nursery Web Spider, supposedly common 

but not familiar to me. 

Southern Hawkers are known to be curious 

but a female went over the top by perching on  

my bag for several minutes while I was carry-

ing it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until recently the Locust Blowfly was thought 

of as a rare vagrant to Britain but, since 2016, 

it has turned up more regularly, though mainly 

in the south and east. It may have switched to  

 

 

 

breeding on grasshoppers. Natalie’s was the 

first for Cheshire, Merseyside and Lancashire. 

Routine plant recording was not neglected 

during this insect-dominated month. A few 

stems from Birkdale dunes that might be a 

rare Baltic Rush hybrid were sent to experts, 

Prof. Clive Stace and Mike Wilcox. Both de-

cided it was just Baltic Rush struggling to sur-

vive under dense willow scrub at its only Eng-

lish locality. I continued to study the incredibly 

rich flora of Birkdale Green Beach, a spec-

tacular abundance of Grass-of-Parnassus on 

the youngest section north of Ainsdale-on-Sea 

being especially pleasing. I also went to the 

Wildlife Trust’s Freshfield Dune Heath Nature 

Reserve to see the locally extinct Sheep’s-bit, 

reintroduced by Joshua Styles’ North West 

Rare Plant Initiative. I found only one bright-

blue flower but it’s a start.  

Birds inevitably took a back seat, my most re-

markable sighting being of a Peahen, with 

three chicks in tow, which strolled past my 

lounge window and into my neighbour's  gar-

den. I thought I was having hallucinations and 

dashed out with my camera to get proof that I 

wasn't. Who breeds Peafowl in Formby?! 

Nursery Web Spider Pisaura mirabilis  

Wicks Path Formby 26 7 20 

Southern Hawker female on bag  

Hawksworth Drive  
Peafowl with 

young Hayward 

Court 27 7 20 
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  THE CIVIC SOCIETY 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

At the time of writing, we are moving into fur-

ther restrictions and planned celebrations such 

as the fireworks displays for New Year’s Eve 

are being cancelled. In early March, the Com-

mittee was debating whether or not to hold our 

meeting: I decided against doing so just the 

day before although everyone was ready to 

meet up.  

How things changed so quickly after that, and 

are doing so again. As we are in mid- Septem-

ber, there seem to be more questions than an-

swers. However we now have time to think 

and plan about what we can do when we actu-

ally do get through all of this. We thought this 

would be a good opportunity to share some 

thoughts with all Members. 

In terms of our published and planned pro-

grammes, we will start up out Talks again at 

Ravenmeols as soon as we can all agree it is 

safe to do so. We have a number of speakers 

who had agreed to talk to us and we will return 

to them and set up fresh Thursday evening 

dates.  

If we find that we are beginning to meet again 

in the spring, we may well decide to set up 

some extra talks and hold some of them as 

afternoon sessions. We will also seek to bring 

Members together for some sessions where 

we can work together in small groups to look 

at old photographs and maps of Formby that 

have been printed onto high quality card in a 

large A2 size. You will be surprised at just how 

much more we can see and identify working at 

this larger scale.  

Our first task, though, will be to hold our AGM 

and twist the collective arms of our Committee 

and officers to stand again. Indeed, why don’t 

you consider joining us in one way or another? 

All help is always welcome.  

Tony Bonney continues to work flat out to 

maintain and update our FCS ‘Flickr’ account 

that you can find on our website.  

Over lockdown he has been working on 500 or 

so slides of the work of Muriel Sibley that were 

recently discovered in the Society archives. 

One of our members is over halfway through a 

massive task in scanning the images . Joan 

Rimmer has been a great help in naming 

these properties. Quite a few of the images 

were not dated so that is another task Tony 

and Joan have had to face.  

On Muriel’s death in October 1993 she do-

nated all her photos and sketches to the Soci-

ety and they can be viewed at :- 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/formbycivicsocie

ty/albums 

Prior to lockdown we had been in touch with 

the Atkinson Gallery, where Muriel’s work is 

now largely kept . We will return to this option 

when the pandemic allows and we will see just 

what can be put together for our Members and 

the public in general.  

‘Muriel Sibley’ is also a name that occurs in 

discussions about the furtherance of our pro-

gramme of Blue Plaques. We have worked 

together with the Parish Council on this pro-

gramme and there is a real will amongst us to 

place more of the Plaques on local properties 

to help broaden knowledge of Formby’s past. 

When we discuss different names there al-

ways seems to be a problem that must first be 

solved, but there is currently a lot of work be-

ing done behind the scenes and we hope to 

bring you more concrete news in the Decem-

ber Newsletter. 

Whilst I mention the December Newsletter, it 

is worth noting that it will be a full 16 page edi-

tion and not simply the usual 4 page edition 

that is almost our Christmas Card to you. This 

time we would really love to bring you some 

memories of Formby Christmases past and so 

if you have any tales or photos to share (even 

if you prefer to remain anonymous), we would 

dearly love to have something from you the 

Members to share over the Festive Season. If 

you have any ideas, just let us know and we 

will find a way to include them. 

So, we look forward to seeing you again – in 

the spring? ... or even before? . Warm wishes 

to everyone, and keep safe!. 
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The Civic Society has recently been involved 
in opposing a Planning issue which affects the 
unique and lovely building Tower Grange, a 
grade two listed building dated back to the 
13th Century. Our efforts have been led by 
three members, Tony Bonney and Yvonne 
and David Irvine: they have worked tirelessly 
on this and have been a real support at a time 
of need to Ann and Steven Peck, the owners 

of Tower Grange.  

 

Two separate developers are trying to build 
two of what we as a local Society consider the 
most awful designs possible at the front and 

rear of Tower Grange . 

 

The first developer at number 82 Freshfield 
Road (at the front of Tower Grange) has de-
molished the detached cottage that stood on 
this site and wants build a ‘modern develop-
ment’.  The perimeter wall has already been 
demolished and a grey concrete wall is being 
constructed around the site.  Both the Civic 
Society and David Irvine as a councillor have 
objected to this wall as it just spoils the setting 

of 'Tower Grange'. 

 

 

The second development at the rear of Tower 
Grange is called 'Grasshopper Cottage'. The 
owner of this property wants to pull this cot-
tage down and build a commercial looking five
-bedroom house. Needless to say, we have all 
objected to this. Sadly, at the time of writing, 
things look bleak for this lovely property with a 
spate of vandalism by youths that has not 

been prevented by either landowner or Police. 

 

Tony has  taken some excellent photos and 
has visited Mr. and Mrs. Peck to learn more 

about this and provide them with FCS support.  

 

Yvonne has put forward a well-balanced ob-
jection regarding the mooted destruction of 
Grasshopper Cottage to Sefton Planning De-
partment: her letter is reproduced opposite. 
David and Yvonne also managed to find an 
article in the Liverpool Echo that is relevant to 
this issue and have provided a link to the Echo 
website for members to follow-up themselves: 
it gives some hope to individuals as Liverpool 
Council lost an appeal regarding building near 

to listed buildings 

 

Ruth and Steven Peck asked FCS to be in-
volved in their objections to the demolition of 
Grasshopper Cottage and were extremely 
grateful for the individual objections our team 
have submitted.  They gave “a huge thanks to 
Tony and the Civic Society for the information 
we have provided and for the wonderful pic-
tures used to supplement their argu-
ments. You will see our rebuttal has made full 
use of them!” They have also had the support 
of several neighbours and hope “that all our 
collective efforts help to save part of Formby’s 
history and prevent an eyesore being built in a 
very quaint and characterful part of the 
neighbourhood. An open invite is extended to 
you all whenever you want to see Tower 
Grange gardens and when Covid19 is over 
and you would like to see inside, you are all 

also very welcome.” 

THE FIGHT TO SAVE                             

GRASSHOPPER COTTAGE 
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Formby Civic Society Objection to Planning Application Amendment. 

DC/2020/00405  Grasshopper Cottage Freshfield Road 

We have previously sent in an objection to the original application so do not want to repeat our-
selves although we still stand by what we said and would like it noted that these insubstantial 

“amendments” have not made any difference to our opinions. 

The amendments have not changed the size or scale of this new build nor has it altered the de-
sign. It still presents as a modern, characterless structure and so dissonant with its surroundings. 
The report which was submitted by the developer’s agents insist that it will be of great benefit to 

the community and the area so it is obvious that they have very little local knowledge.  

They may have thought that the majority of Formby has succumbed to modernization and so their 
house would “fit in “and we admit since the sixties vast modern housing estates have sprung up, 
but there is another very traditional side to Formby and the council to its credit have tried to pre-
serve the remaining old established areas that residents so admire. With this in mind, in 2003 the 
council decided to produce a Settlement Plan for Sefton. Formby was classified into five areas 

one of which was Freshfield Road which was designated as an area of Local Distinctiveness.   

Areas of local Distinctiveness are areas in the planner’s opinion that require a high standard of 
design in order to preserve or enhance their established character. In addition to this guidance 
any new proposals particularly in the Freshfield area should “retain or reinstate period detailing or 
original materials, create variety and interest in rooflines including the use of chimney stacks, 
maintain levels of tree coverage within the street scene, respect the existing form, scale and 
massing of adjacent properties and general character of the area’’ the list is comprehensive and 
clear. Does the planning officer agree that this new build does not meet any of the requirements 

in this document?  

We would greatly appreciate some confirmation on this as it would help in our efforts to look after 
our heritage. We were very pleased with this settlement character plan and if adhered to it will be 
of great benefit to the whole of Formby and reinforce its residents' sense of place.  However, we 
do not think we can under estimate our alarm at what is happening now with windfalls and infilling 
going on plus attempts to clear lovely old buildings in areas which have stood the test of time are 

so important both historically and architecturally.  

We must also point out that the Formby Civic Society has been involved in producing the 
Neighborhood Plan and it is now an official document. It clearly states in its heritage statement 
that “To ensure we can protect what we’ve got and outline what we expect of the future; to in-
clude consideration of the appearance of buildings and ensure the character of Formby and Little 
Altcar.’’ The policy which covers this statement is Policy ESD2: HIGH QUALITY AND DESIGN 
and to quote some of this Policy relevant to this particular application it says that “high quality de-
sign, development should make a positive contribution to local character and proposals should 
demonstrate consideration of the scale, density, height, landscape layout, materials, access, and 
frontages.”  We therefore request that this Policy is taken into account and that the council’s own 

guidance regarding the preservation of its Settlement Areas are adhered to.  

In conclusion we still believe that Grasshopper Cottage is within the integral curtilage of the listed 
building as the plot and cottage were there when Tower Grange was listed. Our society has al-
ways been happy about the fact that the setting of the listed building has not been harmed by the 
design or scale of Grasshopper Cottage The whole concept of this new proposal is wrong. For 
this large modern type of house to be erected on this small plot and so close to what is probably 
the oldest surviving house of its kind in Sefton would be not just flying in the face of National and 

Local legislation but a sacrificial act. 

 

Mrs. Yvonne Irving, Amenities Secretary. Formby Civic Society    

11th August 2020 
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Read more about this at:   https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/liverpool-council-

Liverpool Council and the Conservation Report it forgot to mention 

on a plan for 51 luxury homes  

In July 2020, Tom Duffy of the Liverpool Echo revealed that  Liverpool Council had failed to re-

veal objections raised by its own Conservation Team about plans to build new homes in south 

Liverpool. A judge ruled in February 2019 that 51 luxury new homes should not be built on the 

Harthill Estate within Calderstones Park.  The council accepted the ruling but still chose to appeal 

the court's decision so they could gain more general clarity on 'Green Wedge' planning law and 

policy. The Court of Appeal overturned part of the original hearing relating to green wedge policy, 

which was welcomed by senior figures at Liverpool council. 

PROTECTING OUR COMMUNITY AND THE  LOCAL 

BUILT ENVIRONMENT      John Phillips 

Formby may be recognised as a beautiful area 

with a large number of lovely old properties 

and a celebrated natural environment, it will 

never be safe from the hands of some people 

who can find a way of making money from it 

and gradually over time destroying something 

that we love and appreciate so much. Ever 

since its inception in 1953, the Society has 

fought to protect and preserve our commu-

nity—and it seems that in the current social 

and political climate that this has become 

harder than ever, Compared to what members 

had to face in the  second half or the 20th cen-

tury and the early years of this century, the 

goalposts have been shifted and it is now eas-

ier for developers to take advantage of 

changed systems and financial weakness 

within Local Councils to have the upper hand 

over local communities in planning our futures. 

In very short time this is going to get even 

worse and will need to work closely with like-

minded groups and organisations to protect 

Formby. 

We recently sent out to members with e mail  

an update from Civic Voice regarding  the 

White Paper, published on 6 August 2020, that 

proposes  a radical reform the current English 

planning system to make it a 

‘significantly simpler, faster and more predict-

able system’. Huge changes are proposed, 

and this has become a matter of great debate 

for community groups as to what should be 

our role in deciding what should happen lo-

cally.  

The White Paper. Planning for the Future, 

promises, in the prime minister’s words, to 

“tear down” the system created by the 1947 

act and “start again”.  The 1947 Act national-

ised development rights. That is, whatever 

benefits that might come from developing land 

belong in principle to the public. When plan-

ning permission is granted, a portion of those 

rights is transferred to a landowner. This gives 

government a lever that can be used for the 

public good.  

 Three ‘types’ of land are designated: 

“Growth”, “Renewal” and “Protected”. These 

would be specified in the plans drawn up by 

local authorities. Where land is designated for 

“growth”, outline permission would be auto-

matically granted for development of the type 

set out in the plan. 

This would reduce the public debate and scru-

tiny that currently come with planning applica-

tions and focus on the drawing up of local 

plans, often a slow process. The White Paper 

promises to make the preparation of these 

plans both faster and more open to public con-

sultation, at the same time as their signifi-

cance is greatly increased. 

 

Perhaps most importantly, section 106 agree-

ments, which are negotiated between planning 

authorities and developers and are the main 

vehicle for obtaining affordable housing and 

other public benefits, would be replaced by an 

enhanced community infrastructure levy (CIL), 

https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/famous-liverpool-hotel-reopen-under-18653909
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/council-repeats-promise-not-build-18283625
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/anger-liverpool-council-presses-ahead-18213497
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/liverpool-council-appealing-calderstones-park-15865026
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future
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In the meantime, let us put a smile on our faces with this photograph of Formby in the 1930s 

that was passed in to us by our friend Peter Norris. He cross-referred the image with Joan 

Rimmer and it seems to be a good opportunity of looking back in time and trying to recognise 

just what has become of this area in the present day.  Good luck! 

a cash sum that would be fixed according to 

national rules.  In 2019, Section 106 agree-

ments, delivered almost 28,000 affordable 

homes, about half of the total. Developers of 

small sites would be exempt from payments 

towards local council infrastructure such as 

schools and affordable housing. This would be 

done by temporarily lifting the small sites 

threshold, below which they do not need to 

contribute to affordable housing, to up to 40 or 

50 units. 

 

The community infrastructure levy, the charge 

that can be levied by local authorities on de-

velopment in their area, would also be re-

placed and the current system of planning ob-

ligations would be based on a nationally set, 

flat-rate charge.  

The FCS Committee has not met since Lock-

down so we are as yet unable to set out our 

joint reaction to this White Paper. However, as 

a Society working to preserve and protect our 

community we have found the challenge be-

coming harder and certainly loaded in favour 

of developers both large and small who wish 

to capitalise on the popularity of Formby as a 

beautiful place in which to live. The local 

Council is a lot poorer financially, many valu-

able local officers have been lost to cutbacks 

and we are aware of the amount of work put in 

by the Parish Council  to attempt to put a stop 

to continuing attempts to damage our commu-

nity in the search for profit and gain. Yes, 

there is a need nationally for more homes to 

be built, but not a reduction  in access to deci-

sion-making by local people nor to a reduction 

in the standards of our planning and building, 

including a good range of affordable homes . 
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‘A VISIT TO FORMBY IN 1814’ 

PHIL SMITH 
 

In 1813, Richard Ayton (Fig. 1) and William Danielle began their “voyage round Great Britain”, 

mostly on foot or horseback, beginning at Land’s End and reaching Northwest England in the 

late summer of 1814. Ayton’s fascinating description of the Formby area occupies two or three 

pages of the eight volumes that recount their adventures. Some excerpts follow: 

“I now turned from the shore and, proceeding for about a mile and a half inland, arrived at the 

village of Formby, sheltered by a few stunted and weather-beaten trees, which in a neighbour-

hood so bare of wood, were something to boast of. It was not meat-day but there was bacon for 

me here, with a comfortable night’s lodging, I was in no temper to find fault with. In the morning, 

I returned to the shore, over a waste of sand-hills, on a scale of such grandeur and covering 

such an extent of ground that, familiarised as I 

was with sand, the effect was something novel 

to me.  

They extended for at least a mile in depth; and 

were thrown into very striking groups, exactly 

resembling  a range of mountains with all their 

peak, ridges and  precipices. Many of them 

were fully sixty feet in  height, rising precipi-

tously on all sides. They were all very thinly 

sprinkled with sea-bent and exhibited a scene 

of frightful and irredeemable barrenness that, 

together with the wild confusion with which they 

were grouped and heaped together, had some-

thing in it almost amounting to the sublime.......  

Along  the  shore, above the high-water mark, 

there is a prodigious accumulation of dry sand, 

which is continuously driving into the interior. It 

is impossible  to arrest it by vegetation; for the 

grass would be overwhelmed by fresh heaps 

on every breeze.  

 

 

Fig. 1. Contemporary portrait of Richard Ayton 
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A hard wind was now blowing from the westward; and the shore which was left dry for a 

breadth of more than a mile, was covered in a cloud of loose sand, about a foot high, which 

seemed to rise from it like smoke. I found no inconvenience from it, beyond a cake encrusted 

over my shins; but a poor dog, belonging to a countryman who had joined company with me, 

could make no head against the driving shower, and after a gallant struggle, was fairly obliged 

to turn his tail to it, and run for the land. 

Ayton continued his journey along the shore towards Southport: 

“I did at length arrive at some bathing machines .... and paused for a rest at Southport .... 

Amidst a waste of sand-hills, here are planted about a dozen houses, all fitted up in that pecu-

liar style of natural and simple embellishment, which we sometimes see, but oftener read 

about, in the villa of a citizen, within a morning’s walk of his shop in town.  

The sand does not encourage things to grow; but here are little gardens, marked out by green 

and white palings, which, instead of flowers and shrubs are ornamented with spoils from 

wrecks, pieces of carved and painted work, figure-heads, huge Neptunes, and overgrown Tri-

tons, which, enclosed in those small spaces, remind one of Gulliver in Lilliput ...... The place 

was founded exclusively for the accommodation of bathers and, as far as was compatible with 

the ruggedness of the ground, everything has been made pretty to please the company. A 

small drain, which I hopped over on quitting the shore, I found was called the Nile...... 

The situation is as disagreeable as possible; a windy day smothering you with sand, and a 

calm one suffocating you with heat. I never felt the heat so oppressive, I think, as here. When 

out of doors, there is no quarter; all is open and exposed, without a tree or bush to fly to for 

shade, or to look at it, and think of it; the eye has nothing to select and discriminate, but dwells 

by force, dazzled and strained, or an unvaried breadth of sea, sun, and sand.  

Resolving not to stay, I renewed my expedition, ploughing my way for several miles up to the 

knees in hot sand; the thermometer, I had no doubt, almost high enough to drive a man 

mad .....” 

 

 

The text goes on to describe Blackpool, then a chaotic sea-bathing metropolis. Voyage round 

Great Britain is freely available online, the section on Formby and Southport being in volume 

2, pp. 98-100.  
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GET IN TOUCH 

WHEN SHALL WE ALL MEET AGAIN? 

This is the space normally reserved for a list of Society activities, but these are not normal times.  

There have been no meetings since Lockdown, the committee has not met and we have had to 

postpone the list of Talks we had drawn up. The Summer Programme was abandoned and we 

are still at a point when all we can do is wait and see - there is no return to activity until we are 

sure all members will be safe. We have sent out a couple of mini-newsletters to members, but 

they have reached only those with access to email. We have a wonderful system of newsletter 

delivery across Formby that is organised by Tony Bonney, but only recently have we all felt it 

would be safe to set the chain of hand deliveries running again. 

Whilst taking everything step by step, we already have a plan for a range of Talks for the future 

when it should be safe to continue. The team running Ravenmeols Community Centre are in con-

tact with FCS regularly and we will keep you informed. Also, having missed out on our Summer 

2020 Programme, we will make every effort to provide interesting opportunities to meet together 

in 2021 (Covid permitting!) for walks and some interesting group activities we have in the pipe-

line.  

We will send you another 16 page Newsletter in early December and this will contain updates on 

a number of activities that are going on throughout the pandemic, including an update on our 

Blue Plaques programme. In the meantime, if you have any suggestions or comments to make, 

then please send them in. Keep safe! 

mailto:chairman@formbycivicsociety.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@formbycivicsociety.org.uk
mailto:amenities@formbycivicsociety.org.uk
mailto:secretary@formbycivicsociety.org.uk
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