
The information in this article has been provided by the Environment Agency (EA), 

most of it the result of a Freedom of Information Act enquiry made by me on behalf 

of the Society.  In order to understand the significance of the information, it is neces-

sary to keep in mind the following fundamental facts relating to the refurbishment of 

the pumping station.  Firstly, flood protection in the lower Alt catchment area will be 

entirely dependent on the pumping station for the foreseeable future. Even if the EA 

were eventually to approve the project for a flood pool at Lunt Meadows (which re-

ceived planning permission in August 2006), and it is by no means certain that it will, 

the flood pool would not become a reality for several years yet.  Secondly, the EA has 

approved the refurbishment of the station (the budgeted cost is £8,791K, including 

£2,482K contingency), but one of the key assumptions of the approved scheme, viz. 

the availability of a dual electricity supply of sufficient power from the Scottish 

Power network, is no longer valid. Thirdly, the maximum in channel flow that can 

reach the station is approximately 52 cu. metre/sec., regardless of how heavy the rain-

fall; this figure is based on recent modelling studies and operational experience.  Of 

the four original storm pumps, each with a pumping capacity of 20 cu. metre/sec., 

only two remain in service and they are in poor condition, cannot be operated at full 

capacity and regularly fail……. Continued p 3. 
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February. The sunniest February 
since records began contrasted with 
the heavy rain of earlier winter 
months which led to extensive flood-
ing of the sand-dune slacks.  This was 
not quite up to the “Lake District” 
conditions of 1995, but still pretty 
impressive and augers well for our 
Natterjack Toads when breeding be-
gins in April. 

Spring seems to come earlier each year 
and there was plenty of evidence in 
this month‟s sunshine, with Seven-
spot Ladybirds, Peacock butterflies 
and Red-tailed Bumblebees reported 
on the 6th, followed by Small Tor-
toishells and Holly Blues a few days 
later.  Flowers in the dunes included 
the first Daffodils, Primroses, Colt’s-
foots and Lesser Celandines before 
the middle of the month. 

Birds too were on the move.  Avocets 
appeared at Martin Mere on 8th and at 
Marshside on the following day, about 
three weeks earlier than usual.  Rarer 
visitors included a Night Heron at 
Mere Sands Wood, a Cattle Egret at 
Martin Mere and a Great White Egret 
at Marshside.  There was also a 
marked influx of Mediterranean 
Gulls from about the 23rd , including 
three together at Marshside.  In the 
1960s, this exotic-looking bird was a 
British rarity, with the first Lancashire 
record at Formby in 1968.   It has 
greatly increased in frequency over the 
years and recently started to breed in 

Lancashire 
Black-headed 
Gull colonies 
at Silverdale, 
on the Ribble 
Marshes and 
at Stocks and 
Belmont Res-
ervoirs.   

Such facts can 
be gleaned 
from The Birds 
of Lancashire 
and North Mer-
seyside just 
published on 

behalf of the Lancashire & Cheshire 
Fauna Society by Hobby Publications.  
This superb book is the first major 
treatise on the Lancashire avifauna for 
over half-a-century and has been well 
worth the wait.  Almost everything 
that is known about the birds of Lan-
cashire can be found in its over 400 
pages, which are illustrated by hun-
dreds of photographs, drawings, maps 
and diagrams.  It includes a fascinat-
ing history of ornithology in Lanca-
shire and a detailed description of all 

the best bird-watching sites in the re-
gion.  But the bulk of the text is de-
voted to a blow-by-blow account of 
some 350 species recorded in the 
county up to 2005.  There is also an 
updated list of rarities seen in 2006-
07, which includes our first Black 
Scoter from North America and 
White-tailed Lapwing from Asia.  
Every wildlife enthusiast should have a 
copy! 

In these notes, I frequently describe 
the botanical wonders of our local 
duneland.  This has now been recog-
nised more widely, as Plantlife Interna-
tional recently included the Sefton 
Coast in a list of 155 Important Plant 

Areas (IPAs) in the UK, part of 
Europe-wide network.  IPAs are habi-
tats that show exceptional botanical 
richness with outstanding assemblages 
of rare and threatened species.  The 
criteria for selection are rigorous and 
the Sefton Coast qualifies on the basis 
of its habitats, vascular plants, bryo-
phytes (mosses and liverworts) and 
stoneworts.  The only other IPA in 
“Lancashire” is Stocks Reservoir, Bow-
land, which is included because of its 
bryophyte interest.  For more informa-
tion, visit the Plantlife web-site at 
www.plantlife.org.uk  

March After a mild, sunny February, 
spring went back into hibernation as 
March was dominated by cold and 
often wet and windy weather.  Persis-
tent northerly winds did have an up-
side, however, when on the  29th  an 
immature Sea Eagle was claimed over 
Seaforth, presumably one of the Scot-
tish birds, while on the last day of the 
month an equally exciting adult Ross’s 
Gull was found at Marton Mere, 
Blackpool.  This almost mythical pink 
gull breeds in eastern Siberia and 
rarely ventures south of the pack-ice! 

The more usual migrants were late 
arriving, with Wheatears and Chiff-
chaffs largely absent until the last 
week.  A Willow Warbler appeared at 
Marshside on 26th and the first Swal-
lows were at Martin Mere and 
Marshside on 29th.   Avocets built up 
steadily during the month, peaking at 
38 at Martin Mere on 30th and 56 at 
Marshside on 23rd.  These are impres-
sive numbers for this elegant wader 
which was a rare bird in Lancashire 
before 2001.  Other highlights at 
Marshside included 37 Ruff on 10th, 
two or three Little Stints around the 
27th and a high count of 35 Gadwall 
on the same date, while up to 2000 
Golden Plovers, gradually assuming 
their black-and-gold summer plumage 
were present almost throughout, as 
was an American Green-winged Teal.  
Mere Sands Wood was again visited 
by a Night Heron which gave good 
views to its many admirers.  

Continued p 4                                
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Flooding at Devil's Hole, Ravenmeols,  in February   
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 Thus, even supposing both the re-
maining storm pumps are functional, 
the maximum pumping capacity at 
present falls well below the maximum 
possible flow rate.  Further, the Pro-
ject Appraisal Report, January 2007 
contains the following very worrying 
statement concerning the reliability of 
the station: Failure will occur easily 
within 3 years with only the £230K rou-
tine annual maintenance bid available.  
Accordingly, it has to be concluded 
that, at present, the flood risk in this 
area is unacceptably high and set to 
increase before remedial measures 
become effective.   

The EA owns the Altmouth pumping 
station and acknowledges it has a duty 
of care and responsibility for it, so it 
has to be asked how it could happen 
that the EA has allowed the station to 
deteriorate into such a state of disre-
pair before implementing an effective 
refurbishment programme. The EA 
intends that the refurbished pumping 
station will have four new electric 
storm pumps, each with a maximum 
pumping capacity of 
13.5 cu. metre/sec; the four existing 
dry weather flow pumps, will be re-
tained.  The total maximum pumping 
capacity of all eight pumps will be 
58.5 cu. metre/sec.  This limitation 
has meant the EA has been obliged to 
make a reappraisal of the refurbish-
ment project, but presumably subject 
still to the approved budget. The pos-
sibility of returning to diesel pumps 

was considered but rejected; the pre-
ferred option is the electric motors of 
the original refurbishment scheme be 
retained and that they be powered by 
a combination of network supply sup-
plemented by on-site diesel powered 
generators.  This preferred option has 
gone forward for scrutiny and it is 
hoped that it will receive approval by 
the end of June. 

We believe these proposals to be a 
matter of great concern.  The maxi-
mum pumping capacity of the refur-
bished station would be little more 
than sufficient to cope with the maxi-
mum flow rate at the station; there 
would be insignificant spare pumping 
capacity and no spare power supply. 
We believe that, as a minimum specifi-
cation, just three storm pumps should 
suffice to meet maximum require-
ments, so allowing one storm pump to 
be out of service without there being a 
risk of flooding.  With EA‟s revised 
preferred option, failure of one or 
other of the proposed power supplies 
would mean the maximum pumping 
capacity of the station would be ap-
proximately half that required to 
avoid the risk of serious flooding.  
Given that, under the original refur-
bishment plan, there was to be dual 
electricity supply, it is hard to under-
stand how the power supply arrange-
ments under the revised preferred 
option can be thought adequate.  It is 
our view that what is required are four 

diesel storm pumps, each with a maxi-
mum pumping capacity of not less 
than 18.0 cu. metre/sec. 

I have not made any reference in this 
report to the tidal flaps, the penstocks, 
or the weed screens, not because these 
components are not essential to the 
proper functioning of the station, nor 
because they are in a satisfactory con-
dition, but because their refurbish-
ment promises to be unproblematic 
and appears to be proceeding accord-
ing to plan.  

The EA has kindly invited representa-
tives of the Formby Civic Society to 
visit its regional office in Warrington 
to discuss our concerns directly with 
the Project Team.       We shall be 
taking up this invitation shortly, now 
that we are at last in possession of 
essential background information We 
need someone with engineering exper-
tise to assist us in interpreting the 
more technical aspects of the informa-
tion now available to us concerning 
the pumping station and we would 
very much like to hear from anyone 
who would be willing to help us; even 
if you are unable to assist yourself, 
perhaps you could introduce us to 
somebody who might be able to assist, 
perhaps you could introduce us to 
somebody who might be able to do so? 

tral Area Flood Risk Manager, had 
promised in the person to write to me 
with the answers to the questions I 
had asked at the Formby Area Com-
mittee (FAC) meeting on 
10th January; regrettably, he did not, 
adding this further failure to write to 
the two earlier failures at the end of 
last year.  Consequentially, the Soci-
ety's Amenities and Planning Subgroup, 
having in mind that both the Parish 
Council and the FAC had failed to 

Since the last Newsletter, some impor-
tant matters have reached a conclu-
sion, while others continue to evolve 
and, in the background, routine scru-
tiny of planning applications contin-
ues. We have continued our endeav-
ours to extract information from the 
Environment Agency (EA) concerning 
their intentions for the refurbishment 
of the Altmouth pumping station.  In 
the last Newsletter, I reported that 
Mr. Ian Rowlands, the EA‟s NW Cen-

obtain the sought for information, 
decided it was now necessary to in-
voke the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) to obtain it.  Accordingly, on 
4th February, I made a FOIA enquiry, 
as a result of which important and 
worrying new information directly 
bearing on the present condition of 
the Altmouth pumping station and its 
refurbishment has been disclosed to 
us by the EA.  Continued p 5              
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Winter birds are often still around in 
March and, following a tip-off from 
Tony Duckels on 15th, I went to see a 
flock of Siskins on Long Lane, 
Formby.  There were 25 of these dap-
per little yellow-and-green finches, the 
males singing away like mad.  

 The varied plumages of gulls provide 
an identification challenge to the keen 
bird-watcher and, following a big gale, 
I visited Ainsdale and Birkdale beach 
on 13th to search though flocks total-
ling about 14,000.  There were seven 
species present, most being Herring 
Gulls but also good numbers (3000+) 
of Common Gulls.  I managed to find 
three Mediterranean and two Yellow-
legged Gulls, which was good reward 
for the effort involved. 

Apart from garden escapes like Daffo-
dils and other colourful spring bulbs, 
the duneland plantlife is a bit limited 
in March.  An exception, however, is 
the nationally rare Early Sand-grass 
(Mibora minima), which has its only 
native English locality by Southport 
Marine Lake.  Said to be the smallest 
grass in the world, its diminutive size 
and early flowering season may be why 
it wasn‟t found here until 1996.  I 
have visited it nearly every year since 
and it is doing well. 

Much easier to spot at this time of 
year is Danish Scurvy-grass (Cochlearia 
danica) which forms drifts of tiny, 
pale-lilac flowers alongside main 
roads, such as the Formby Bypass.  At 
one time this plant was only found 
along the coast but, like several other 
maritime species, it has spread inland 
along the verges of roads treated with 
de-icing salt.  This restricts the growth 
of most plants, allowing those adapted 
to saline conditions to thrive, their 
seeds being dispersed by the draught 

created by passing traffic.  

April In contrast to last year‟s excep-
tionally warm, dry month, April 2008 
reverted to the more traditional show-
ery, cool conditions.  Consequently, 
the return of summer bird migrants 
from Africa was slow, until a spurt of 
activity in the latter half of the month.  
For example, I counted 80 Swallows 
flying north at Marshside in about 
one hour on 27th.  They were accom-
panied by smaller numbers of Sand 
Martins and House Martins and 
seven Swifts.  The following day, there 
was a big “fall” of Wheatears, a tour 
of local mosslands producing a total 
of 68.  Most if not all were of the 
large, brightly-coloured Greenland 
race which passes through later than 
European birds.  One field on Plex 
Moss held 47 White Wagtails, the 
continental version of our familiar 
Pied Wagtail.  A small newly-
ploughed field at Barton was particu-
larly productive with 20 Corn Bun-
tings, 4 Yellowhammers, 12 Wheat-
ears and 2 Whinchats. 

As usual, Whimbrels used our mosses 
as a staging post on their way to Scot-

tish or Scandinavian breeding haunts.  
Small parties could be found at several 
locations from mid-month, peaking at 
just over 100.  One lucky observer 
encountered a “trip” of six Dotterels 
at Plex Moss on 27th but they only 
stayed for about 30 seconds, disap-
pointing the many local bird-
watchers who arrived soon after-
wards.  These beautiful mountain 
plovers used to stop off regularly 
on our mosslands; hundreds were 
shot each May during the 1840s.  
However, since the 1980s, occur-
rences have been few, Lancashire 
enthusiasts having to trek to the 
top of Pendle Hill for reliable 
sightings. 

 Another montane species is the Ring 
Ouzel, the upland equivalent of the 
Blackbird and sadly declining in Lan-
cashire.  A few turn up along the coast 
most springs but, judging by the num-
ber of reports, this April seems to have 
been particularly good.  I just wish 
one had flown in my direction! 

 I went down to Seaforth on 16th for 
my annual Little Gull “fix”.  The pas-
sage had been relatively thin but up to 
55 of these delightful birds – the 
world‟s smallest gull – were present, a 
further bonus being a solitary Spoon-
bill.   The previous day, one fortunate 
birder had photographed a White-
tailed Eagle passing north over Sea-
forth.  On plumage, this was a differ-
ent individual from the one seen at 
the end of March.  The success of the 
Scottish reintroduction programme 
means we may see more of these spec-
tacular birds, for which there are only 
two previous Lancashire records in 
1840 and 2003. 

April showers have kept the dune 
slacks well topped up and, although 
cold nights reduced Natterjack Toad 
activity, I had counted 172 spawn 
strings on Birkdale Green Beach by 
the end of the month.    

Lots of tiny wildflowers appear on the 
sandhills at this time of year.  These 
“dune annuals” complete their devel-
opment during the spring, surviving 
the summer drought as seeds.  One of 
the most attractive is the bright blue 
Early Forget-me-not (Myosotis ramosis-
sima) and, although this plant is really 
abundant on the Sefton Coast, it is 
listed as a “species of conservation 
importance in north west England”. 
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However, we have delayed making this 
new information public while we con-
tinued to press the EA to disclose to 
us the requested background docu-
mentation. Because the EA did not 
met its obligations to us under the 
FOIA, we had to make a formal com-
plaint to the EA as a necessary prelimi-
nary to a referral to the Information 
Commissioner. As a result, although 
the EA has still not disclosed all the 
information we requested on the 
grounds that it would be too expen-
sive to do so, it has now released those 
documents which we believe to be 
essential to a sound understanding of 
the situation (see pp.1 &3). We have 
shared our information and our con-
cerns with the FAC and interested 
Parish Councils. 

Another chapter of the Flames Kebab 
House saga has been concluded since 
the last Newsletter.  The business cur-
rently operates subject to the planning 
condition that its closing times shall 
be: Sunday to Thursday, 00.30 and 
Friday & Sunday, 23.30.  The proprie-
tor had unsuccessfully applied to the 
Council to have these times changed 
to midnight and 01.30, respectively, 
and he then appealed to The Planning 
Inspectorate.  We have already re-
ported in the Newsletter on the initial 
stages of the appeal process.  The Plan-
ning Inspector, in dismissing the ap-
peal, has robustly endorsed the several 
arguments that the Planning Depart-
ment, the Formby Parish Council and 
the Society had independently submit-
ted to her.  This decision is in stark 
contrast to that of the Licensing Au-
thority which has issued a licence al-
lowing the business to remain open 
on Sunday to Thursday until 00.30 
and on Friday & Saturday until 02.30; 
it is notable that the proprietor in his 
planning application and appeal was 
more modest in the closing times re-
quested than in his licence applica-
tion.  There is evidence that the busi-
ness is operating later than its plan-
ning condition allows and, since the 
earlier closing times of the planning 
condition take precedence over the 
later times allowed by the licence, the 

Planning Department‟s Enforcement 
Unit is now taking action to ensure 
that the planning condition is obeyed. 

 

Planning Law and Licensing Law have 
been conceived to be two different 
systems dealing with two distinct sets 
of issues. Planning is concerned with 
appropriateness of use to locality, with 
design and appearance, with environ-
mental impact, with commercial vi-
ability and vitality, with public and 
residential amenity, and with other 
broad factors too numerous to list 
comprehensively. In contrast, licens-
ing is narrowly focussed on just four 
factors, viz. the prevention of crime 
and disorder, public safety, the pre-
vention of public nuisance, and the 
protection of children from harm. In 
practice, however, as the Flames case 
exemplifies, there can be a disjuncture 
between the two systems.  In seeking 
to prevent public nuisance, the Licens-
ing Authority should have in mind 
many of the same considerations as 
the Local Planning Authority (LPA) 
and The Planning Inspectorate must 

have when considering the need to 
protect public and residential amenity.  
In the Flames case, the question needs 
to be asked How is it that the licensing 
and planning authorities could arrive at 
such different conclusions?  In an endeav-
our to obtain information on the 
prevalence of such conflicting deci-
sions, we have again been able to use 
the Civic Trust‟s Internet newsletter 
Grass Roots Online to contact every 
Civic Society registered with the Trust, 
this time to ask for other examples of 
licensing decisions which cut across 
planning decisions. 

Two new style BT payphones have 
made an unwelcome appearance in 
the Village, one in Halsall Road, the 
other in Brows Lane, replacing the 

much less visually intrusive kiosks.  
Although we did not make any sub-
mission to the Planning Department 
when BT applied for planning permis-
sion for these units, we would like it 
known that we dislike them as much 
as everybody else.  BT explain that the 
ascendancy of the mobile phone has 
made their payphone network unprof-
itable, but, rather than discontinue 
the service, they have sought to pre-
serve it by increasing revenue from 
associated advertising, hence the form 
of the new units.  To successfully op-
pose a planning application, it is nec-
essary to make arguments which are 
valid in planning terms, and in our 
judgement, this was not possible in 
the present case.  It would not have 
been possible to object to the new 
units on the grounds of design, be-
cause the design had already been 
judged acceptable by LPAs in various 
parts of the country.  Nor could it 
have been objected to on the grounds 
of an unacceptable impact on the 
street scene or of obstruction; it 
should be remembered that the three 
very large equipment cabinets, plus 
the feeder pillar, associated with the 
phone mast to be installed in the cen-
tre of the pavement at Barclays Bank, 
Halsall Lane, could not be resisted on 
those grounds.  The argument that 
dynamic advertising by the roadside is 
a distraction to motorists and should 
be disallowed on safety grounds was 
lost long ago, and such advertising is 
now not uncommon.  The refusal of a 
planning application must be defensi-
ble in the event of an appeal to The 
Planning Inspectorate and, because we 
believe this would not have been feasi-
ble, we judged this a lost cause and so 
made no representations on the mat-
ter.  

As I regularly complain, there is not 
space in the Newsletter for me even to 
review our many submissions to the 
Planning Department concerning 
planning matters let alone give a 
proper account of them (more details 
are available on the Society's website), 
so I will merely mention a few particu-
larly significant cases. 
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The account of the case of 18 Derby 
Road, which was begun in the last 
Newsletter, can now be concluded. The 
application was for the erection of two 
three story detached five bedroom 
houses with basement garages to very 
modern designs on land at 18 Derby 
Road.  We opposed the proposal prin-
cipally on the grounds that the two 
buildings would be excessively domi-
nant both in relation to the Victorian 
villas opposite and their powerful but 
anomalous presence in the street 
scene.  We urged that the decision 
should not be delegated to officers, 
but be referred to Planning Commit-
tee so it could be assessed by the wid-
est possible spectrum of opinion.  
Planning Committee refused the ap-
plication; it remains to be seen 
whether an appeal to The Planning 
Inspectorate will be made. 

We have been conducting a sustained 
campaign against high walls and en-
trance gates on the front boundaries 
of properties on the grounds that they 
create an alienating ambience to a 
neighbourhood. We have been espe-
cially concerned to prevent Argar-
meols Road becoming barricaded in 
the manner of sections of Victoria 
Road.  The principle we have been 
seeking to establish is that the front 
elevation of the dwelling house and its 
front grounds should be visible to 
passers-by.  So it was particularly grati-
fying and important to us that the 
Planning Inspector explicitly acknowl-
edged our advocacy of this principle 
and endorsed it in refusing the appeal 
of the owner of 5 Argarmeols Road to 
be allowed to retain the high boarded 
entrance gates which he had installed 
without planning permission. 

The Council has refused planning 
permission for the shutters at Uni-
formby, 45 Piercefield Road; in addi-
tion, retrospective planning permis-
sion has been refused for the shutters 
at Byrne‟s Menswear shop in Church 
Road, a case in which the Society has 
had no involvement. Our opposition 
to the proliferation of shop covering 
solid/perforated shutters (see the pre-
vious Newsletter) provoked an intem-

perate and ill‑informed response in 
the Champion newspaper. That good 
security of retail premises is essential is 
not in dispute and the Council‟s Sup-
plementary Planning Guide Shop 
Fronts, Security and Signage sets out in 
detail how it can be achieved in a visu-
ally acceptable way. Shutters should be 
of a design which allows visibility into 
the premises and ideally should be 
internal (in a Conservation Area, they 
must be internal). In Formby Village, 
Mishka, Dorothy Perkins and Silver & 
Rose are all examples of how shutters 
need not diminish the street scene 
after hours. Traders have to be aware 
of their wider responsibilities to fellow 
traders and the community, and their 
obligation to observe planning re-
quirements. 

The Council has refused planning 
permission for the shutters at Uni-
formby, 45 Piercefield Road; in addi-
tion, retrospective planning permis-
sion has been refused for the shutters 
at Byrne‟s Menswear shop in Church 
Road, a case in which the Society has 
had no involvement. Our opposition 
to the proliferation of shop covering 
solid/perforated shutters (see the pre-
vious Newsletter) has been featured as 
the front page story in two issues of 
the Champion newspaper and has pro-
voked intemperate and ill‑informed 
responses in its columns. My letter 
responding to the paper‟s first report 
was published in full in the next edi-
tion, but there is little sign that the 
arguments it set out have been taken 
note of.  That good security of retail 
premises is essential is acknowledged 
by everyone concerned, including the 
Society and the Council. Planning 
Policy MD5 of the Council's Unitary 
Development Plan, which was widely 
consulted upon and approved by 
Councillors and the government, sets 
out clearly the requirements for shut-
ters on commercial frontages; the 
Council‟s Supplementary Planning 
Guidance Note Shop Fronts, Security 
and Signage sets out in more detail how 
security can be achieved in visually 
acceptable ways; other Councils have 
similar policies in place. Shutters 

should be of a design which allows 
visibility into the premises and ideally 
should be internal (in a Conservation 
Area, they must be internal). In 
Formby Village, Mishka, Dorothy Per-
kins and Silver & Rose are all examples 
of how shutters need not diminish the 
street scene after hours. This well con-
sidered policy on shutters has been 
developed to foster a pleasing ambi-
ence to the commercial street scene, 
with the intention of encouraging the 
vitality and viability of District Cen-
tres such as Formby Village to the 
benefit of residents, visitors and trad-
ers alike. Traders have a duty to be 
aware of their responsibilities under 
planning law; it is as unacceptable for 
them to plead ignorance as it is for 
motorists, for example, not to be 
aware of their responsibilities under 
motoring law.  Where traders have 
been left in ignorance by professional 
advisers on whom they have relied for 
information essential to their business 
operation, they may well have a claim 
in law for negligence in respect of 
losses they have incurred inconse-
quence.  I will conclude this para-
graph by correcting some misinforma-
tion which has currency at the mo-
ment: insurers do not insist on indus-
trial type shutters on retail frontages; 
it is not difficult to find suppliers of 
appropriate types of shutters; the 
Council is under no obligation to act 
when it receives a referral, even when 
planning policy has been infringed  
 So it should not be thought that we 
are always opposed to owners wishing 
to develop their property, I conclude 
with the recent appeal to The Plan-
ning Inspectorate concerning Formby 
Hall, Southport Road. The Council 
had refused to allow the erection of a 
single storey building, on a site some-
what removed from the Hall, to re-
place the building which presently 
exists adjacent to the Hall and which 
is to be demolished, because the 
Council claimed it would have been 
inappropriate development in the 
Green Belt.  We supported the appel-
lant.   

. 
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Chairman’s Report by Ray 
Derricott 

I will try to make this report as brief as 
possible but I find it necessary to refer 
to some of the high points of the Soci-
ety‟s activities over the past year. 

I begin with acknowledgements to the 
Society‟s committee from whom I 
have received full support in my first 
year as Chairman. Reg Yorke is a hard 
act to follow but I have been able to 
rely on his full help in attempting to 
do the things that chairmen are ex-
pected to do. I have also become 
aware that members of the Society do 
not always know what committee 
members do and the roles they have 
in making things happen.  Barbara 
Yorke, as we have come to expect, 
provides a stimulating programme for 
the History Group. The regular mem-
bers of this group clearly enjoy infor-
mative and engaging speakers and are 
always ready with pertinent and chal-
lenging questions for the presenters. 
Members of the History Group are 
not merely passive receivers of the fare 
that they are offered but are also active 
in using the Society‟s considerable 
archives and this year have been ac-
tively engaged in the exciting Sand 
Winning Project. In doing this their 
own research and approaches through 
oral history sits equally alongside, and 
complements, the research of the pro-
fessionals engaged in landscape inter-
pretation,  ecology and natural his-
tory. I see the Sand Winning Project 
as a valuable and significant addition 
to the Society‟s work. 

At this point I must pay tribute to 
Barbara Mossop who has attended 
committee meetings for many years as 
the representative of the Art Group. 
Barbara is leaving the committee this 
year and on behalf of the members I 
would like to thank her for all her 
efforts. Her efficient and quiet ap-
proach has for some years made sure 
that the Society‟s Art Exhibition takes 
place in June in the Village. Those 
who saw the exhibition on a very wet 
Saturday in June 2007 will appreciate 

that the Art Group has its own enthu-
siastic  nucleus of members that make 
sure that the show goes on regardless 
of what the elements throw at us. The 
weather on that day gave a new inter-
pretation to the concept of watercol-
ours. The summer art exhibition has 
become one of the Society‟s tradi-
tions. We would like this to continue 
but for this to happen we need a new 
representative from the group. 

Planning and Amenities issues are 
important to the Society as it moni-
tors continuity and change in the built 
and natural environment of Formby. 
These matters are in the capable 
hands of Desmond Brennan who is a 
regular contributor to the Formby 
Civic News. As you will see from Des-
mond‟s report for the AGM, his work 
is evidence of the long hours he puts 
in on behalf of the Society. We are 
very fortunate to have the benefits of 
his intellectual energy. Desmond now 
knows as much about Sefton‟s Uni-
tary Development and their Supple-
mentary Guides to Planning as many 
of the Planning Officers. The latter 
are becoming more appreciative of his 

analysis of planning than was the case 
in the past. As Amenities Secretary 
Desmond monitors the work of the 
Environment Agency‟s plans for con-
trolling flooding of the Alt. He has 
discovered some previously undis-
closed data about the adequacy (or is 
it the inadequacy?) of proposals to 
replace the pumps at Hightown.  The 
May edition of Formby Civic News con-
tains his article on this topic and is 
essential reading for members.  Des-
mond is helped by an active planning 
subgroup of  which  Dru Haydon and 
Jack Gore are members. 

The Committee uses other subgroups 
which we have found an effective way 

of dealing with some of the details of 
our work. The Fund-Raising group is 
quietly and efficiently chaired by Alan 
Burton. This committee considers 
ways of increasing publicity, encourag-
ing new membership and raising 
money, not to make profits, but to 
finance some of our new activities. 
Alan keeps the Sibley prints, copies of 
which are for sale, and the Burtons 
have developed the sale of Formby 
Notelets. This latter initiative has 
proved very successful. Whether it is 
Dickensian Day, the Art Exhibition or 
any other outdoor event, Alan can be 
found directing the erection of his 
own moveable stall to provide shelter 
from rain, wind and occasionally sun. 
We have also appreciated help with 
publicity from Jeannette Turner who 
has been designing posters advertising 
our meetings. 

Another of our subgroups is the Com-
munications subgroup. This group 
aims to improve and develop the Soci-
ety‟s website. One of the members of 
this group is Tony Bonney who has 
digitalised the Sibley Collection, a 
great deal of the Society‟s history ar-
chive material, including photographs 
and articles from the Formby Times. 
Working with the Yorkes this has 
made much of our archive material 
more accessible to local, national and 
sometimes  international researchers. 
At the October Conference of the 
Lancashire Local History Federation 
which was hosted at Formby Hall Golf 
Club by the Society, Tony presented 
an impressive account of this work. 

Through Reg Yorke, John Houston 
and Phil Smith the Society keeps in 
touch with the work of the Sefton 
Coast Partnership. John who works 
for Sefton has come to the end of his 
three years as a member of the Com-
mittee. We hope that he will be able 
to remain with us as a co-opted com-
mittee member. John is directing the 
Sand Winning Project and other im-
portant Sefton Coast initiatives. We 
value his wisdom and the clear ways in 
which he communicated what are 
often complex issues. Phil Smith will 

Annual General Meeting held on 25th April 2008—Reports 

Planning and Amenities issues are 

important to the Society as it 

monitors continuity and change in 

the built and natural environment. 
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be known to you for his Nature Notes 
that have appeared as an initiative this 
year in the Formby Civic News. Phil, 
through his research and publications, 
is a recognized expert on the Flora 
and ecology of the Sefton Coast. We 
value Phil as a member of the Society. 

The Society cannot operate at all 
unless the powerhouse is running 
smoothly. Here I refer to the Secre-
tary, the Treasurer and our own distri-
bution centre. As secretary David 
Willis has the job of keeping us in 
order in an as efficient way as possible. 
This is not easy but David manages 
this with a nice balance of persuasion, 
firmness and friendliness. There is no 
doubt that this report would not have 
appeared if he had not used all of 
these tactics with me. 

After five years as Amenities Secretary 
and five years as Treasurer Michael 
Belshaw has given admirable service to 
the Society. He is finishing as Treas-
urer this year. The  accounts have 
been presented in a readable fashion 
much appreciated by those of us 
whose minds go blank when faced 

with columns of figures. The accounts 
have been balanced and as Mike indi-
cates in his Treasurer‟s Report, they 
are healthy, but he warns us that costs 
are rising. I thank Mike, on behalf of 
members, for his significant and effi-
cient contribution to the Society. 
Without the work of Elsie Winthorpe, 
helped by her husband, members 
would not get systematic information 
about society activities and meetings. 
Elsie and her distributors save consid-
erable sums of money that would oth-
erwise have to be spent on postage. 
On a suggestion from Reg Yorke, we 
put on a buffet reception in Septem-
ber at the Formby Pool to thank Elsie 
and her team. 

In this report I have attempted to re-
mind longstanding members and par-
ticularly recent new members about 
how the Society depends on individ-
ual and group contributions for its 
smooth running. In my view we have 
had a successful year but I am con-
cerned about some aspects of future 
development. Firstly, we have no 
Treasurer for 2008-09 despite ap-

proaching several possible candidates. 
Tony Bonney has volunteered to 
maintain the membership list on the 
computer so the new treasurer will 
not have this to worry about but with-
out a Treasurer the Society can not 
continue to run effectively. We must 
appoint someone to this vital post at 
this AGM. We also need members to 
consider ways in which they might 
contribute to the running of the Soci-
ety but not necessarily by becoming a 
committee member. Agreeing to be a 
member of a subgroup will provide an 
introduction, at first hand, to anyone 
who wishes to come forward.  

This copy of the Formby Civic News 
includes details of the Summer Pro-
gramme. This usually includes outside 
visits and activities and are found to 
be informative and enjoyable by par-
ticipants. I recommend to new mem-
bers to consider taking part in the 
Summer Programme which is being 
organised by Reg Yorke  

censing Act 2003 in so far as it relates 
to bodies such as ours, to routine 
planning matters (approximately 340 
planning applications have been re-
viewed, concerning 33 of which we 
made submissions to the Council's 
Planning Department).  I have tried to 
keep the membership informed about 
the more generally interesting aspects 
of our activities through my reports in 
the Society‟s Newsletter and through 
comprehensive, if summary, reports 
on the Society‟s website.  Because of 
considerations of space, this report 
has to be confined to a limited selec-
tion of some of our activities. 

We made submissions to the Depart-
ment of Communities and Local Gov-
ernment concerning the Barker Review 
and the Planning White Paper and 
shared our concern about many of the 
proposals in these documents with 

The members of the Amenities & 
Planning Subgroup are: Ray Derricott 
(ex officio), Jack Gore, Dru Haydon, 
Reg Yorke and myself as chairman.  
We meet regularly, usually a few weeks 
before the Society's Committee meet-
ing, to take stock of past business and 
to consider upcoming issues.  How-
ever, most of our deliberations are 
conducted by e-mail and telephone.  
Documents prepared by me to be is-
sued in the Society's name are first 
vetted by members of the Subgroup 
who see all relevant documents relat-
ing to the matters in hand. The Soci-
ety's Committee oversees our activi-
ties. 

The Subgroup and I have had a busy 
year.  We have concerned ourselves 
with a wide variety of issues, ranging 
from the high profile, such as seeking 
and obtaining clarification of the Li-

our MP, Mrs. Claire Curtis-Thomas. 
In formulating the Planning Bill, 
which is presently before Parliament, 
the government has taken little notice 
of the storm of criticism heaped on 
both these documents by informed 
opinion. Intriguingly, the worst as-
pects of the White Paper do not ap-
pear in the Planning Bill, but few cam-
paigners take any comfort from this 
fact, fearing the government will have 
its way by means of ancillary legisla-
tion and Guidance, and by the mak-
ing of Regulations under the Act.   

We have had an ongoing engagement 
with the Environment Agency, seek-
ing information concerning their in-
tentions for the refurbishment of the 
Altmouth pumping station.  Despite 
the Agency's protestations that they 
wish to consult with the public,  
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we and others have found them to be 
unacceptably secretive concerning this 
matter, which is vitally important to 
people living in this area.  We always 
seek to have an open and cordial rela-
tionship with bodies of this kind, but, 
in this instance, we felt it was neces-
sary to make a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOIA) enquiry to obtain the 
information we seek.  In response, 
with reluctance and delay, the Agency 
has disclosed important new, worry-
ing, information to us, but it has yet 
to respond adequately to our FOIA 
enquiry and we continue to press the 
Agency to meet its obligations under 
the Act. 

We sought Mrs. Curtis Thomas‟s help 
in asking the Department of Culture 
Media and Sport to clarify the mean-
ing of the term interested party as used 
in the Licensing Act 2003 when ap-
plied to a body such as ours.  This was 
made necessary because the Local 
Licensing Authority refused to accept 
our submission opposing the applica-
tion by the Flames Kebab House in 
Formby Village for later opening 
hours; they said we were not an inter-
ested party­ - wrongly as it later tran-
spired.  As a result of our contesting 
this decision, the Council sought 
counsel's opinion.  We, in our turn, 
sought advice from the Civic Trust, 
which also obtained legal advice.  As a 
result, we must at one stage have been 

better informed than any other organi-
zation in the country on the interpre-
tation of the term interested party, be-
ing uniquely in possession of three 
independent nationally significant 
legal opinions as to its meaning! For 
more details concerning the matter, 
please see the February issue of the 
Newsletter. 

The Society's sponsorship of the adop-
tion of Lunt Lane as a right of way has 
completed its slow and tortuous pro-
gress through the Council's approval 
procedures.  The matter is now with 
the Council's Legal Department, 
which in due course will serve a De-
finitive Map Modification Order and, 
if there are no legally valid objections, 
Lunt Lane will become a public foot-
path.  If the Order is contested, the 
matter will be decided by The Plan-
ning Inspectorate.  We have also 
asked the Council to investigate the 
possibility of extending the Downhol-
land Brook footpath northwards to join 
up with the Trans-Pennine Way. 

The Society‟s sustained campaign 
against high walls and entrance gates 
at the front of premises has met with 
growing success, culminating in the 
recent dismissal by The Planning In-
spectorate of an appeal for the reten-
tion of high boarded entrance gates at 
a premises on Argarmeols Road for 
which planning permission had not 
been given.  This is an important deci-

sion, because it defines what is accept-
able for a front boundary treatment in 
a residential area. 

We have been participants in five 
completed appeals to The Planning 
Inspectorate and, in all but one of 
them we were on the winning side, 
including the case in which we sup-
ported the appellant.  However, the 
appeal which was lost was the one we 
would have most wished to have won; 
I refer to the Orange application to 
erect a phone mast and four associ-
ated equipment cabinets, three of 
them very large, in the centre of the 
pavement by Barclay's Bank, Halsall 
Lane. In our view, the analysis given 
by the Inspector in his Decision Re-
port was incommensurate with his 
conclusion.  We are currently engaged 
with two further appeals to The Plan-
ning Inspectorate. One is by Firwood 
Timber & Building Supplies for a 
builders merchants business on land 
at 89 Altcar Road, at the junction 
with the bypass, opposite Tesco's su-
perstore; it is to be the subject of a 
Public Enquiry, commencing on 13th 
May.  The procedure of a Public En-
quiry is very similar to that of a court, 
with the Inspector presiding in the 
manner of a judge, the principals are 
represented by barristers and witnesses 
give evidence under oath. This should 
be an interesting experience.  

Meetings for Members, (open to the 
public) between September and April 
and we are also arranging some other 
special events during the Summer 
months. Last year’s Programme in-
cluded talks on  Lighthouses of Liver-
pool Bay, The History of St Nicholas‟ 
Church, Liverpool., The Sandwinning 
Project, an Archive Evening-, The Sefton 
„Mock Corporation‟, The Halsalls of Hal-
sall, and  a Members‟ Evening .We or-
ganised a successful  „At Home‟ Local 

The History Group is a „special inter-
est‟ group of Formby Civic Society 
Members established “to encourage the 
study of Local History of the area by ar-
ranging meetings and keeping relevant 
publications, books, maps, archives, histori-
cal artefacts, photographs and pictures 
accessible for study and research by mem-
bers, authorised students and scholars and 
(by special arrangement with the History 
Group  Secretary), members of the public”. 

We arranged a programme of monthly 

History Conference for the Lancashire 
Local History Federation, held at 
Formby Hall Golf Club on Saturday 
6th October. About 90 people 
(including Speakers) attended from all 
over Lancashire and Merseyside and 
we have had some very positive feed 
back. After three formal presentations 
Tony Bonney ran a small „Thinking 
Digital‟ Workshop‟ chaired by Ray 
Derricott in the afternoon. 

Continued next page…... 
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but most participants enjoyed the 
beautiful weather to visit several sites 
of historical or archaeological signifi-
cance on the coast. These visits were 
greatly helped by the two coaches 
which we were able to provide, thanks 
to a grant of £400 from Express 
Sefton. 

National Archaeology ‘Week’. 

Run by the Archaeology & History 
Task Group of the Sefton Coast Part-
nership our contribution consisted of 
the organization of a guided walk to 
look at the unique Formby Tide-Poles 
on Sunday morning 22nd July together 
with Professor Philip Woodworth 
from the Proudman Oceanographic 
Laboratory. We also had a display on 
the history of Formby Asparagus at 
the Ainsdale Discovery Centre. 

PRACTICAL WORK. 

Sibley Photos Thanks to Tony Bon-
ney more than 1700  Sibley transpar-
encies, plus most of the Society‟s black 
and white photos have now been 
scanned at high resolution and saved 
onto computer and CD. A detailed 
searchable Excel index has also been 
created. Tony has also made a start on 
entering the original notes. 

Sibley Drawings Tony is now also 
making a start with the Sibley Collec-
tion of drawings and watercolours and 
it is hoped eventually to cross-index 
both art-work and photography. The 
Sibley index created by Allan Burton 
is at present on the website as a pdf 
document but Tony has converted 
this to Excel. Perhaps then Miss Peel‟s 
and other notes could be added 

This is a very useful addition to our 
historical record and Tony deserves 
our very sincere thanks for all his hard 
work 

Scrapbooks Tony has in the last few 
months in addition started indexing 
on an Excel Database all the newspa-
per cuttings that have been saved in 
scrapbooks, mainly from the Formby 
Times, over the years. This is a vast 
amount of historical information. By 
early April, this included in excess of 

800 items taken from seven scrap-
books, (about a quarter of the total). 
This database can of course be easily 
searched for any particular topic. 

Sand-winning Project We used the 
meeting on December 13th to intro-
duce the work being done by mem-
bers of the Society and outside profes-
sionals on the previously unrecorded 
History of Sandwinning in Formby 
and organised by John Houston. An 
appeal for information from members 
of the public brought in a very good 
response. We are very grateful for the 
work put in by Tony Bonney and Jack 
Gore in undertaking and recording 
interviews, assisted by Reg. Pat McGe-
gor and Anthea Royden have spent 
many hours searching the Formby 
Times on microfilm and we are fortu-
nate that we have at the Duke Street 
Library a complete run of the paper 
from its inception over a hundred 
years ago and from which it   is possi-
ble to get photocopies of important 
items (which can then be scanned 
onto our computer system). The work 
on this project has now officially fin-
ished but we are arranging a meeting 

on 19th June) to present our findings 
and also look at the some of the local 
sand-winning areas. 

Formby Roots. We were very pleased 
to cooperate with U3A in their organi-
sation of a Family History Day at Holy 
Trinity Church Hall during October. 
Our stand attracted quite a lot of in-
terest, perhaps particularly Tony Bon-
ney‟s ongoing computer display of 
images of historic Formby and Fresh-
field. Although not a Family History 
Society, we are regularly asked for help 
by individual enquirers doing family 
history research. Often we can help on 
the local history aspects and two par-
ticularly interesting examples have 

appeared during the year in the 
Formby Civic News, one relating to 
early flying at Freshfield The Flying 
Governess, the other the history of 
Ravenmeols Farm. 

We have been asked for information 
on a great variety of subjects; for exam-
ple not only about specific addresses, 
about organisations (like the First 
Formby Scout Troop and Holmewood 
School) but also to provide informa-
tion for different television pro-
grammes such as on „Formby Fishing‟ 
and more recently about the famous 
greyhound, Master McGrath. Formby 
Parish Council have requested our 
views and advice regarding commemo-
rating Heritage aspects of the Village 
Centre. 

 ‘Sand and Sea’ - Sefton’s Coastal 
Heritage 

We are pleased to say that the Pro-
ceedings of the Conference we helped 
to organise on Sefton‟s Coastal Heritage, 
held in October 2004 is now out.  

Future Programme 
Sand-winning Meeting 19th June  St 
Luke’s Church Meeting Room.  

National Archaeology Week Event; 
Sunday July 13th Wicks Lane Manorial 
Boundary, (10.30am  – 1pm). An explo-
ration of the Wicks Lane Warren Bound-
ary agreed in 1667 between the two mano-
rial families. Whilst we have recently 
thought a great deal about 18th - 
20th century exploitation of the coastal 
dune system, (Pine plantations, asparagus 
cultivation and currently sand extraction), 
we would like now to go further back in 
time and look at the former value of rabbit 
warrens. (Booking essential — phone Reg or 
Barbara Yorke on 01704 872187) 

  

 A ‘Thomas Fresh Evening’,  Satur-
day October 18th 2008, 7pm -10. 30 
pm at Freshfield Hotel, Freshfield. 
(Details to be published in August News-
letter). 
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 During the past year, a lot of our ac-
tivities seem to have been affected by 
the weather. The Annual Open Air 
Art Exhibition was held in monsoon 
condition with the plastic sheets being 
on the paintings all day, resulting in 
few sales and a loss to the Society of 
£6. At the end of the Exhibition, Mr 
Roberts, from the Pool visited us and 
offered us the use of its facilities for a 
Mini Exhibition on the following Sat-
urday, just 35 paintings, which we 
accepted. Unfortunately, we did not 
have time to fully advertise this event 
so had few viewers. It was however a 
pleasant venue and we hope that we 
may use it again some time in the fu-
ture. The last two dates in our diaries -  
to St Luke‟s churchyard and to Cros-
ton. have also been affected by the 
weather  However, we do intend to get 

there shortly 

We did manage to have a fine Sunday 
last summer, when we visited Ince 
Blundell Hall, and painted in the 
grounds. This was enjoyed by all - such 
a peaceful spot. A visit to the Victo-
rian House in Southport was planned 
but unfortunately we were only given 
two days notice of the date for our 
visit, and this date was not convenient 
for most members, which was a pity. 
The owner made us most welcome. 
She had a large amount of documen-
tation concerning the house, its his-
tory and that of the local area and also 
provided a cream tea!  The Group 
paid a second visit to the Liver Sketch-
ing Club in Liverpool earlier this year. 
We have to go in small groups as we 
are visitors, and there is not a lot of 
room. It was interesting seeing the 

world of some of the professional art-
ists. The Liver Sketching Club has 
been in existence since about 1873. 

Our usual get together was held once 
more in January, when we went back 
to Lydiate Hall Farm. We were able to 
discuss our future programme at this 
time and I suggested we should try to 
hold an exhibition of paintings of 
Liverpool for 2008 and this was 
agreed. I already have several members 
who say they have suitable paintings 
for such an Exhibition. We have yet 
to set a date. Most importantly, we 
need a venue. Does anyone have any 
suggestions for this, please? I did try to 
get us a  small  Lambanana, but failed. 
Probably just as well - they only come 
in Large and I don‟t know where we 
would put it anyway!  

The accounts are once again in two parts, firstly the accounts for the normal activities of the Society, and then the Mil-

lennium Fund Account. The Society has this year incurred a deficit of £584, but this is something of a technicality as it 

arises from expenditure of the donations received in the previous financial year.  

The Lindsay legacy has been used to purchase a Society digital projector and a laptop computer for use at our meet-

ings, with the remaining balance likely to be spent on enhancing our website. The BT Community Award has been 

fully spent, while £172 remains from the Parish Council grant towards conservation of our archives. Without these 

expenditures, there would have been a surplus of £630 compared to £788 in the previous year. 

The routine costs of running the Society (hire of accommodation, post and stationery and especially printing of the 

Newsletter) have all risen noticeably this year, while membership and subscription income remains essentially static. 

Events have had to be subsidised: poor weather put the Art Exhibition into a loss of £5, the Summer Visit, not as well 

supported as usual, made a loss of £50, and the Annual Dinner cost the Society £78. The special evening for our news-

letter distributors cost £124. 

Fortunately, our income from sale of notelets and Sibley prints held up well, Gift Aid continued at a satisfactory level 

and we have benefited from higher interest rates during the year. Without the funds from these sources the Society‟s 

activities would be more constrained. We are once again grateful to members eligible for income tax who gift-aid their 

contributions. During the year the Society hosted the Lancashire Local History Federation Conference at the Formby 

Hall Golf Club. While the monies involved appear in the accounts, the deficit was made up by the LLHF so that the net 

cost to the Society is zero. In the Millennium Account, the grant from Sefton of £2,500 for publication of the 2004 

Coastal Conference proceedings was paid back. The remaining balance in the account is for the publication costs of the 

Millennium Walk booklet. 

Finally, I would express my thanks to our auditor, John Kershaw, for his usual efficient audit of the accounts. Having 

completed the allowed 5 years as treasurer, I am now standing down, but it seems safe to say that the Society is finan-

cially stable so allowing it to continue to develop its activities in accordance with its aims. 

 

  

Art Group Annual Report by Barbara Mossop 

Treasurer’s Report by Mike Belshaw 
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We all know that there is traffic 

congestion at Victoria and Lifeboat 

Roads on fine summer weekends and 

sometimes we read of antisocial be-

haviour on the Beach, but did you 

know that over seventy years ago 

Formby inhabitants were much con-

cerned about visitors to the Beach? 

Going through the Formby Times on 

microfilm at the Library looking for 

any information on Sand Winning 

revealed some interesting facts. In 

July 1930 there was “trouble with the 

trippers” at Freshfield Station they 

come from the more proletarian parts 

of Liverpool, leave litter on the beach 

and romp about in what are called 

rat-a-tat bathing costumes, scanty 

affairs  adapted for sunbathing They 

kept coming however and started 

camping on the beach and in nearby 

fields. Some farmers didn‟t farm any 

more as they could get £300 a season 

letting land to campers. In June 1936 

there were complaints about the be-

haviour of campers on the shore. Sev-

eral were fined for abusive language 

and reports of a group playing Ring-a

-Ring-of-Roses round the Cross at 

Cross Green! In the next issue two 

mounted police were said to patrol 

the Beach at weekends!  

 More and more campers came and 

on one fine weekend there were 2000 

people in tents and there were five or 

six such camps. Over the summer, 

letters appeared in the Formby Times 

about the conditions in these camps 

and worries about typhoid and diph-

theria. Some of the concern seemed 

to be due to the fact that ill people 

would be sent to hospitals at the ex-

pense of Formby Ratepayers! 

At the time the Council had no Legal 

powers to close or prohibit camps. 

The Public Health Act 1936 gave 

Local Authorities the power to make 

Byelaws about Camps but it would 

not apply until October 1937. A well 

attended Public Meeting was held at 

8pm on 10th Nov 1936 to discuss 

„The Formby Camping Problem‟ 

when it was decided to appoint a  

Warden to look after the Camps and 

to have inspections by the Council 

but not to make Byelaws. Conditions 

seem to have improved and camping 

continued until the outbreak of war in 

1939 stopped it. 

Litter on the beach was a constant 

problem, with much broken glass and 

things thrown over- board from ships 

as well as litter left by visitors. The 

Council did not own the foreshore at 

that time and could not legally do 

anything to improve it. The owners of 

the Formby and Ince Blundell Estates 

were unwilling to sell, not wanting 

the development of Seaside ameni-

ties. As late as July 1951, John 

Breeze, Clerk to Formby Urban Dis-

trict Council, said in reply to a com-

plaint of cut feet “The beach from the 

southern boundary to Victoria Rd is 

still under Government Requisition 

and technically you are trespassing 

and the Council can‟t improve it.” 

 The Formby Society (now Formby 

Civic Society), after its formation in 

1953 sent many letters about the state 

of the foreshore and in 1961 organ-

ised two litter drives with the help of 

local Youth Clubs & the Round Ta-

ble. How much better is the 

state of the foreshore and 

dunes now! Sefton Council 

and the National Trust have 

made miles of well main-

tained footpaths in the 

Dunes which are enjoyed by 

local people of all ages as 

well as many visitors. The 

improvements in sewage 

management and the reduc-

tion in stuff thrown over-

board together with provi-

sion of litter bins have made 

the foreshore more attrac-

tive.   

‘Sand and Sea – Sefton’s 

Coastal Heritage’. 

This well presented  account of the 

Archaeology, History and Environ-

ment of the Sefton coastal landscape 

published this week with a launch  in 

Formby, resulted from an important 

Conference on this subject organised 

by the History and Archaeology Task 

Group of the Sefton Coast Partner-

ship at Formby Hall Golf Club in 

2004. and papers expressly updated 

for this new book. 

 The dune landscape which domi-

nates our coast is of international 

importance. Factors such as climate 

change and varying sea levels have 

been extensively researched but only 

recently has there been  investigation 

into the successive communities of  

who have lived and died on these 

sandy shores over thousands of years. 

It will appeal both to the general 

reader and also those who have an 

existing interest.  

Founded on solid research, presented 

with clarity and attractively illus-

trated, this is already regarded as a 

significant addition to the literature 

on the Sefton  coast  Sand and Sea is 

published by Sefton Libraries on be-

half of Sefton Coast Partnership Price 

£15. It is on sale in Sefton‟s Libraries 

and some local bookshops including 

Pritchard‟s. 

ISBN 978-1-874516-16-3  
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Troubles on the Beach! - snippets from 
the Formby Times; by Pat McGregor 

Formby Civic News 

romp about in what are called rat

-a-tat bathing costumes, scanty 

affairs  adapted for sunbathing  

New Book 

Launched. 

Launch of ‘Sand and Sea’; Monday 12th May 



Following on from our article last 

year the squirrel pox outbreak at 

Formby National Trust is still raging 

on. There have been 24 confirmed 

casualties to date nine of which were 

sent for treatment at the RSPCA cen-

tre at Stapeley Grange. Unfortunately 

even though they received wonderful 

care from the staff at Stapeley Grange 

none of the sick squirrels survived 

many of them dying of secondary 

infections. 

We have recruited a number of vol-

unteers to search the National Trust, 

Lifeboat Road and Ravenmeols 

woodlands on a daily basis and would 

like to take this opportunity to pub-

licly thank all volunteers who have 

given their time to help with these 

searches so far. These volunteers help 

to monitor the woodlands for sick or 

dead squirrels that are then removed 

to either be treated or sent for post 

mortem. This is to help remove possi-

ble source of infection from the 

woodlands and gain more informa-

tion about the transfer of the disease 

between squirrels. 

If you would like to help with squir-

rel pox searches on the National Trust 

Property, Lifeboat Road or Raven-

meols then please contact fwhit-

field@lancswt.org.uk or telephone on 

0151 9203769. 

Please be extra vigilant of the squir-

rels in your garden and ensure that 

any feeders are regularly cleaned, we 

are lucky in this area that we get 

close interaction and can check the 

health of the squirrels fairly easily. 

We continue to ask for your vigilance 

in reporting grey squirrels in this 

area, this is the cause of the squirrel 

pox outbreak with any grey squirrel 

being a potential carrier and therefore 

a threat to our Red Squirrel Popula-

tion, please report them on the e-mail 

or phone number above. 

If you want any further information 

on Squirrel Pox Virus, feeding, clean-

ing your feeders or joining Friends of 

the Red Squirrel then please visit 

www.saveoursquirrels.org.uk 

What should you do if you find a 

kitten? 

At this time of year we have a num-

ber of young red squirrels (kittens) 

picked up that have fallen out of their 

dreys or are picked up on their first 

exploration out of the drey. If you 

find a squirrel kitten please do not 

pick it up immediately as its mother 

may not be far away and may come 

to its rescue once you have moved 

off. If possible please report the kit-

ten on the e-mail or number above 

and go back a short while later to see 

if it is still there, if it is are then we 

can organise care with the appropri-

ate person. 

Unfortunately the soft release pen 

that we use at the National Trust 

Property to rehabilitate rescued squir-

rels is right at the centre of the squir-

rel pox outbreak, we are currently 

constructing a pen close to the wood-

lands on the edge of Lifeboat Road 

and National Trust and hope to have 

it up and running if we have any 

squirrels to release this spring. A soft 

release pen allows the release of a 

squirrel giving it the opportunity to 

leave by its own accord and it the 

chance to keep returning for food and 

cover until such time that it feels 

comfortable to leave completely. 

Red Squirrel Week 2008 

Red Squirrel week this year is from 

Saturday 27th September to the 5th 

October, events so far are:    

Saturday 27th September, 9.30hrs – 

Spot the Squirrels – join Sally Orritt, 

SoS People and Wildlife Officer for a 

walk at Life Boat Road – meet at Life 

Boat Road car park. 

Sunday 5th October – National Trust 

Property Formby – Red Squirrel fun 

day – please see the National Trust 

web site:  www.nationaltrust.org.uk 

Sunday 5th October – Great North 

Red Squirrel Scurry – this is a spon-

sored walk around Life Boat Road 

and National Trust, you can offer to 

walk one way from Life Boat Road to 

National Trust, join in the fun day 

and get a free bus back or continue on 

a circular route back. We are asking 

people to offer to walk and be spon-

sored or to volunteer to help book 

people in, marshall the walk, drive 

the bus, make tea……. 

If you wish to walk and be sponsored 

or can help in any way please contact 

us at the above address or phone 

number or look for details in the local 

press closer to the time. 
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Red Squirrel Update by Fiona Whitfield 

Formby Civic News 

would like to take this 

opportunity to publicly thank all 

volunteers who have given their 

time to help with these searches. 

Elsie Dunning 
We were very sad to learn that 

Elsie Dunning, a member of the 

Society since 1984, , was tragi-

cally killed on the pedestrian 

crossing at the Tesco traffic 

lights on Saturday 26th April.  

Although in her 80's Elsie was 

still sprightly and enjoyed walk-

ing. Previously an Art Teacher 

at Bootle Grammar School, 

Elsie had been an active Society 

member since 1984, initially 

helping organise the outings of 

the Walking Group and also 

helping Gladys Bevan with her 

Natural History Group. She was 

at one time a Committee Mem-

ber and Newsletter distributor. 

Born in Hereford, with a sister 

living in America, she never 

married. Active and lively, she 

was fond of children. It is said 

that she enjoyed nothing better 

than exploring a seven mile 

walk, getting lost but repeating 

it with members of the group 

two days later! How very sad 

that she should lose her life in 

this way.  

R.A. Yorke 

mailto:fwhitfield@lancswt.org.uk
mailto:fwhitfield@lancswt.org.uk
http://www.saveoursquirrels.org.uk/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/


We have recently been officially in-
formed that the Council is planning a 
Visitor Centre on the site at the end 
of Lifeboat Road at an estimated cost 
of over £1million. 

Lifeboat Road is now identified as a 
key visitor site on the Merseyside coast 
and and this Centre would be in-
tended to serve the needs of residents 
and visitors seeking to enjoy this key 
site on the Sefton coast. It would be a 
source of information and serve the 
interests of visitors to the beach, bird-
watchers and naturalists come to ex-
plore the dunes, those walking the 
coastal footpath and cyclists using the 
Sustrans Route. There will be a com-
munity meeting space and classroom, 
a performance area close to the build-
ing, and facilities for staff and volun-
teers, allowing for improved manage-
ment and security of the site and adja-
cent nature reserves through increased 
staff presence. A significant feature of 
the centre will be a stimulating and 
imaginatively designed play area for 
children. The National Trust and 
Sefton Council estimate of the Centre 
would bring an increase in visitor 
numbers from 1 32,000 to between 
250,000 and 300,000 per year. 

 The Council has already secured 
£380K from the Big Lottery for that 
part of the Centre devoted to the pro-
vision of the play facility; this includes 
provision for part of the building itself 
as well as the play area. Sefton‟s Chil-
dren Schools & Family Service has 
also provided £100K matching funds 
for initial work on the project. In ad-

dition, the 
Council has 
applied to the 
European Re-
gional Develop-
ment Fund for 
£308K and 
expects to know 
the outcome of 
this bid in Sep-
tember. The 
Council is also 
seeking to raise 

funds from other 
sources. 

This scheme would help improve the 
way information is  provide to visitors 
before and during their visit, and improve 
the quality of  their experience. 

 The Lifeboat Road site is now identi-
fied as a key visitor hub for walking, 
cycling, horse riding and general coun-
tryside/beach play and recreation. 

The provision of a Visitor Centre here 
fits in with many official plans and 
strategies including Nature Conserva-
tion Strategy and Delivery Plan, 
Sefton Coast Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management Plan, Shoreline Manage-
ment Plan and the Coastal Defence 
Strategy The proposed site is within a 
Special Area of Conservation but on 
an area of relatively degraded land 
which has been used for overspill car 
parking; it is close to the road and 
away from the Sites of Special Scien-
tific Interest. Appropriate Assessment 
work with Merseyside Environmental 
Advisory Service is underway to en-
sure Habitat Regulations are complied 
with and to identify if full Environ-
mental Impact Assessement is re-
quired and consider any possible im-
pact on the European site. These as-
sessments are especially critical for the 
intended performance space it is 
hoped to create in the natural amphi-

theatre close to the building. 

Design will be developed using Build-
ing Research Established Environ-
mental Assessment Methods to ensure 
sustainability and low impact. Natu-
rally great care will be taken to ensure 
the building is fully protected from 
possible vandalism. Work is currently 
underway with Sefton MBC Archi-
tects section to draw up plans and it is 
hoped to submit the planning applica-
tion by July 2008, subject to comple-
tion of appropriate assessment work. 
The building design has been devel-
oped so that a phased approach can 
be used if necessary as funding be-
comes available. It is hoped prepara-
tory work and the planning process 
will be completed by end of 2008 at 
which time the building will be ten-
dered with a projected start date for 
building in 2009.  
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A New Formby Visitor Centre. 

Formby Civic News 

this Centre would be intended to 

serve the needs of residents and 

visitors seeking to enjoy this key site 

on the Sefton coast. 

Art Group  

Report 
 No one has come forward to be-

come Art Group Secretary  or 

„Representative‟ in my place al-

though none of the members wanted 

the Art Group to fold or the Art Ex-

hibition to cease. However, the com-

mittee which runs the group met 

recently and agreed some changes. 

Each member will be responsible for 

one month‟s events each year and 

now having someone willing to bal-

ance the Art Exhibition, should I 

wish to be on holiday at that time, I 

have agreed to continue as represen-

tative, reporting back to the Society 

on their behalf. 

 We are hoping for a fine sunny day 

for this year‟s exhibition on Saturday 

28th June; one is certainly overdue! 

The entry forms will go out to all 

members who entered paintings in 

the last 2 years. Should you require a 

form please phone 01704 873920. 

Barbara Mossop. 

The architect’s drawing of how the new visitor centre 
might look from Lifeboat Road. 



New Photographic and Sibley Drawing Charges. 

Future Programme 
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 The way in which the Society stores and accesses our archive material is being revolutionised by 

the excellent work that Tony Bonney is doing to digitise our records.   

 We are now familiar with the digital Muriel Sibley photographic archive which gives us such 

splendid access to the two thousand or so images in this important historical collection.  This 

process is also now being applied to her drawings making it easier to search for specific roads or 

buildings together with any associated background notes  which can often add to our understand-

ing of  the subject.  

 All of this also means that we can reproduce copies of  her photographs and drawings on high 

quality photographic paper to any size for anyone who is interested in a particular place or build-

ing and would like their own copy. 

 Thanks to Muriel Sibley`s kind bequest the Society owns the copyright of these items but this 

work has allowed us to produce a new pricing structure for either photographs or drawings which 

represents very good value as shown below. 

 Paper size   Price 

 4” x 6”    £5-00 

5” x 7”    £6-00 

8” x 10”  and A4  £8-00 

10” x 16” and A3           £10-00 

                                Right; Cross Green, M. Sibley 

Thursday19th June, 7pm – 9pm, Special  Sandwinning Meeting, , Meet at St Luke‟s Church 

Meeting Room, St Luke‟s Church Road, (To include a walk round some of the sand-quarried 

area.) 

Saturday 28th June, Open Air Art Exhibition, Chapel Lane. Details Barbara Mossop 

Sunday 13th July, 10.30am -1pm  (National Archaeology Week Event), Wicks Lane Manorial 

(Warren)  Boundary Walk. Meet outside St Jerome‟s Church. Book with Barbara or Reg Yorke 

on 01704 872187. 

Thursday 24th July, 7.30 pm A 'Continental Evening' with Boules, French wine,  music and 

menu. At the Pool Centre, (on the 'patio' area if fine). Adavance booking by Ticket; (£9 (inc.glass 

of wine), available from Reg or Barbara or from Pool Café. 

Wednesday 20th August, 7.30 pm Visit to the Ainsdale NNR. Meet at Reserve Office, (approach 

via entrance on Coast Road. Book with Reg Yorke on 01704 872187. 

Early September (Details in August Newsletter), Summer Outing - a trip to Furness Abbey and 

Dalton Castle 

Saturday October 18th 2008, 7pm -10. 30 pm , A ‘Thomas Fresh Evening’, at Freshfield Hotel, 

Freshfield. (Details to be confirmed in August Newsletter). 
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Formby, April 2008; a good place to be! - photographed by 
Sakura. 
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