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JUST KEEPING IN TOUCH .....

Still locked in? There are signs of increasing traffic - motorised and human - as we pro-
duce this second little effort to keep in touch with FCS members at this difficult and un-
usual time. However, no one can yet say how and when this will be resolved so we are
looking at a summer without our talks and walks and cannot say just yet when we can
get back to meeting up.

Again, many thanks to Tony Bonney and Noel Blundell for proof-reading and tweaking
this copy and to Phil Smith for his article and photographs.

|
Keep safe! ANN LONSDALE FORMBY and

FORMBY CUTTINGS
Inside we have Phil Smith’s Wildlife Notes for

April in which he says, “Since they began in FROM THE 1880’s

2007, these notes have repeatedly described Tony Bonney has done a huge amount of
spring droughts but this year’s was a real hum- work in protecting and preserving the
dinger! FCS archives since they were moved

from Briardale. Where possible, he adds
interesting and valuable old documents
to our website - and he has recently
added old newspaper cuttings that were
kept by Miss Ann Lonsdale. She was the
eldest daughter of Richard Formby MD
FRCP of Shorrocks Hill, Formby Point.
She was born 10 March 1823 and died
12 February 1903; she is buried in St
Luke’s Church. Her collection of newspa-
per cuttings from 1880 onwards, and also
her watercolours that have been donated
to the Society, can be viewed at

An Orange Tip seen at Hawksworth Drive
in early May 2020

https://www.flickr.com/photos/
formbycivicsociety/
albums/72157672726173737

Inside this mini-Newsletter are some of
her fascinating cuttings from a time long
gone. We hope you enjoy them.

www.formbycivicsociety.org.uk
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ANN LONSDALE FORMBY
and

FORMBY NEWSPAPER
CUTTINGS

FROM THE 1880’s

This first newspaper cutting dates from 1883
and was taken from the Ormskirk Advertiser
on the 9th of August.

Formby has a long history of involvements
with flower shows and horticultural societies
and event. This article paints a picture of an
exciting day in the Village over 130 years ago.

It is interesting to see that the Show was held
at the Cricket Ground in Freshfield that is de-
scribed as being “lent to the Cricket Club”.

Among the contributors is mentioned a Mrs.
Wrigley of ‘Brock Holm'’, the huge and lovely
house that was later lived in by Mr. and Mrs.
Edgar Storey and which, after WWI, became
the site of Bishop’s Courts School. Indeed, a
question often asked is ‘from where does
Wrigley’s Lane get its name?’ - and this may
be the answer.

Mrs. Bushby of ‘Trap-Hill' presumably repre-
sents that family that gave its name to
Bushby’s Lane.

Below is a watercolour of James Wright’s cot-
tage in Brow’s Lane in 1869, attributed to Ann
Lonsdale Formby.
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The Ormskirk Advertiser reported that
“Among the most interesting features of the
Show were the wild flowers contributed by
children and young people. A collection of
90 named varieties, very nicely arranged,
won two prizes for Lily Aindow, Green
Loons Farm. Annie Aindow took the first
prize for a large and carefully-named col-
lection of grasses, the second prize being
awarded to Alice Nicholson ...”

Lily Aindow was born in 1870 and was 13
at the time of this Show. She lived with her
parents John and Ellen Aindow at
Greenloons Farm on Andrews Lane.

Annie was probably her cousin, born in
1869 and lived with her family at
Foggarty’s Farm on Kirklake Road, next
dwelling to the home of Richard Formby at
Shorrocks Hill.
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Dr. Phil Smith’s

WILDLIFE NOTES
April 2020

Since they began in 2007, these notes have repeatedly described spring droughts but this
year’s was a real humdinger! For 40 days, from 18™ March to 27" April inclusive, no measure-
able rain fell in Formby. It was also the sunniest and fifth warmest April on record. Climatolo-
gists have shown that these droughts are associated with a warming trend in the Arctic that
leads to persistent high-pressure systems over Greenland. These disrupt the North Atlantic Jet
Stream, which brings most of our rain. Apart from having serious implications for agriculture
and water-supply, largely ignored by politicians and the media, these changes in our climate

are having major impacts on wildlife.

With Corona Virus lockdown in full swing during the month, my observations were somewhat
curtailed, though the Chief Constable’s guidelines permitted a “short drive” for necessary exer-
cise. On this basis, | was able to get out to some dune areas close to home in Formby and

Ainsdale.

Thanks to the wet winter and despite the drought, the sand-dune water-table held up pretty
well, with extensive flooding in slacks along the coast. However, cold dry nights meant there
were few reports of Natterjack Toad activity. Yellowing grasslands and wilting spring flowers
characterised the drier dune

habitats. However, protected by

its shady habitat, the Wood

Anemone, found last year at

Freshfield Dune Heath Nature

Reserve, increased to eight

patches supporting 86 flowers.

Eight horses were grazing the

heath; but will they keep the in-

vading Gorse and Birch at bay?

Red Mason Bee

in Formby

4 Formby Civic News



| confirmed the identity of
two re-stemmed willow
bushes pinpointed during
the winter at Ainsdale
Sandhills Local Nature
Reserve. | thought they
were the extremely rare
Don’s Willow and so it
proved, the catkins
showing that one was
male and the other fe-
male. This brought the

total number of bushes

of this hybrid on the Spring Heath Robberfly pair at Wicks Lake

Sefton dunes to 38; only about four or five others are known in the rest of Britain. Nearby was an
attractive flowering bush of Juneberry Amelanchier lamarckii. Although common in gardens, this
plant rarely becomes established in the wild. During the month, | visited several of our Don’s Wil-
lows to check their condition, many being decades old and beginning to show their age. A big
one near Lifeboat Road had more dead branches than live ones but still produced its glorious red
-tinted male catkins. | didn’t have as far to go for another of our iconic flowers, counting eight
clumps of the Red-listed Heath Dog-violet on the small lawn outside my lounge window. | was
also able to watch a succession of garden birds coming to bathe and drink at a water-bowl that |
kept topped up during the drought. Starlings, House Sparrows, Robins, Dunnocks, Black-

birds, Song Thrushes and a pair of Wood Pigeons were the main beneficiaries.

From early in the month, the songs of resident birds in the dunes were augmented by spring mi-
grants, including Willow Warblers, Blackcaps and, a little later, Whitethroats. At Range Lane,
Formby, I listened to the glorious sound of a Blackcap and a Mistle Thrush singing against each
other in more-or-less the same key. Pete Kinsella emailed to say that he recorded his earliest
ever Whitethroat and Grasshopper Warblers at Hightown, presumably a consequence of the
persistent south-easterly winds. The scarcer migrants largely eluded me but | did spot a Whin-
chat perched on a Gorse bush at Freshfield Dune Heath. Mallards on the re-flooded Wicks Lake
at Formby Point produced two broods of 9 or 10 ducklings each. A few pairs of feral Greylag and
Canada Geese took up residence on some of the deeper slacks, including the big one at Cabin

Hill where | even heard the distinctive call of a Little Grebe.
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Insects certainly benefited from the summery conditions. Peacocks, Speckled Woods and
Orange Tip butterflies were everywhere, though, as usual, the latter hardly ever stopped fly-
ing to allow a photograph. Solitary bees were busy pollinating a wide range of flowers; they
included the distinctive Ashy Mining Bee which | found nectaring on Creeping Willow. Hy-
peractive Red Mason Bees were also numerous. Trevor Davenport sent me superb photos of
them nesting in old rawl-plug holes in his garden. He also photographed a tiny beetle next to
a nest-hole. It was a Six-spotted Spider Beetle, a mainly southern species that is moving
north. Known to feed on detritus in bee nests, it has even been listed as a possible natural
enemy of the Red Mason Bee. Amongst my insect highlights was a spectacular Red-headed
Cardinal Beetle next to the path round Wicks Lake. Near St. Luke’s Church, | spotted a small
black insect on a fence. A quick check through binoculars revealed a Spring Heath Robber-
fly, a nationally scarce species | had seen only once before. A few days later, | found four
more, including a mating pair, on the fence around Wicks Lake and then one or possibly two
at Ravenmeols Woods. These sites also produced a profusion of hoverflies. Perhaps the
most spectacular was the Buff-tailed Bear Hoverfly a large species that mimics the Com-
mon Carder Bee, one of our most familiar bumblebees. This hoverfly is a widespread but lo-
calised species of old woodland, where the larvae develop on decaying wood in holes of ma-
ture broad-leaved trees. Other interesting finds included the Coastal Silver-stiletto; found

mainly in coastal and-dunes, this fly has a striking silvery appearance.

Late in the month, my attention was
drawn to an interesting piece of habitat
on the outskirts of Formby that | hadn’t
visited before. It is a long thin area of
open woodland, dominated by Alder,
with a ground flora characterised by lots
of garden-escapes but also a remark-
able abundance of Ramsons, a plant
that is otherwise rare in the district. The
uncommon Ramsons Hoverfly is as-
sociated with this plant, so one of my
objectives in May will be to search for it.

Buff Bear Hoverfly
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PUTTING SOME COLOUR INTO
OLD FORMBY MEMORIES ....

Have a good look at these three photographs of old Formby and ask yourself,
“What is different about them?”

Yes, we have all seen these extracts from our photographic archive before, but not quite like
this. They are all three in colour.

The answer to how this is possible can be found in a website we have enjoyed using previ-
ously for research into family history, but which has added an extra option for visitors and
members. It is ‘My Heritage’, and if you upload an old monochrome photograph it will be
turned fairly quickly into a ‘colourised’ version which we can copy and keep. We are able to do
this only a limited number of times, after which you have to start paying. The colour is not of
the highest quality, but if you try it particularly on old family photos showing people, the results
are very interesting.

The site is:

https://Iwww.mvyheritage.com/incolor
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ANN LONSDALE FORMBY
AND FORMBY IN THE 1880’s
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The two cuttings we can see above relate
to:

e Formby’s contributions to the national
‘Jubilee Day’ in June 1887 to commemo-
rate the 50 years since Queen Victoria
had ascended the throne in 1837;

And to the left

e The closure of the Formby Lifeboat Sta-
tion in June 1884. As we know, the Sta-
tion was finally closed in 1918 at the end
of WWI and indeed it was refurbished
and returned to service in 1892,.

TWO NEW BOOKS

You may remember an article in a previous
Newsletter about WWI war painter Gilbert
Rogers, who had been born in Freshfield.

Author and family member Sally Enzer has
now published her research privately in a
beautifully presented colour book entitled
“Gilbert Rogers - A Life”. If you are inter-
ested in reading it you should contact Sally
at

enzersally@gmail.com

or
gilbertrogers1881@agmail.com

Also available is “100 Years of the
Hightown War Memorial” by Clive John
Harris. It costs £4 and is available for £4
each in the Hightown Post Office, Chemist
and Village Shop.
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Looking at the Past
with a Map and a Directory

Let us have a look at Halsall Lane in Formby
with the aid of a map from 1909, a modern-
day image and a page from the Seeds Direc-
tory of Formby dated 1914.

How has the area changed over the ensuing
century?
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